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Scholarship program 

launched by WVHI p. 4 

Supreme Court rules for 

industry 
Manchin joins as industry  

bill sponsor 
    In a major victory for 

the manufactured housing indus-

try, the West Virginia Supreme 

Court issued a decision 

that upholds the juris-

diction of the state 

regulatory board to 

hear cases against in-

dustry members. 

   The unanimous deci-

sion upheld the legality 

of a 2011 law the West Virginia 

Housing Institute Inc. got passed 

in the Legislature to clarify the 

process by which complaints 

against the industry had to be han-

dled in West Virginia. 

   The five-member court said 

complaints brought against the 

industry must first go to the West 

Virginia Manufactured Housing 

Construction and Safety Standards 

Board. 

    Written by Chief Justice Robin 

J. Davis, the Jan. 29 opinion said 

complaints could be taken to a 

state court only after they had been 

presented to the State Board. 

   A circuit judge in Pleasants 

County had ruled against a motion 

by WVHI General Counsel John 

R. Teare Jr., representing Skyline 

Corp., that a complaint filed in 

circuit court had to be dismissed 

because the law clearly said it had 

to go to the State Board first. The 

judge ruled against Teare, saying 

the law language was ambiguous 

and allowed for a complaint to be 

filed at the State Board or a circuit 

court., whichever the customer  

 

(Continued on p.  7 ) 

   Sen. Joe Manchin signed on 

in February to support the manufactured 

and modular housing industry's key re-

form measure before Congress. 

   Manchin, D-W.Va., is only the third 

senator to sponsor S1828, the Preserving 

Access to Manufactured 

Housing Act. The counter-

part in the House of Rep-

resentatives is HR1779. 

   “Senator Manchin’s 

sponsorship is welcome 

and critical to our cause 

because he sits on the 

Senate Banking Commit-

tee, which will have to review the meas-

ure before it goes to the Senate,” WVHI 

Co-President Georg Gunnell of Winfield 

said. 

   “We want to thank the entire WVHI 

membership who worked on this to urge 

Senator Manchin to listen to our plight,” 

WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong of 

Fairmont said. “This proves what we can 

do when we all work together.” 

   WVHI executive director Andy Galla-

gher also met at the same time with 

Sarah Shire, Sen. Jay Rockefeller’s hous-

ing expert, to urge Rockefeller to join 

Manchin as a cosponsor. 

   The Manchin-backed bill would make 

two changes the industry believes are 

critical. One would ease restrictions on 

interest levels of manufactured housing 

loans. The second would allow sales staff 

at retail centers to be more free to discuss 

loans. 

   Sen. Joe Donnelly, D-Ind., is the pri-

mary sponsor of the industry bill, which 

now has a total of 10 bipartisan sponsors.  

(Continued on p. 7) 

   ROANOKE — The West Virginia Housing In-

stitute Inc. board of directors has scheduled the 

2014 WVHI convention for June 23-25 
at the Stonewall Resort at Roanoke, W.Va. 

   Room rates are an incredibly low $119 for the 

event, which is the industry’s primary political 

fundraiser in the Mountain State. 

   “The consensus from the membership was to 

return to Stonewall this year because it has every-

thing we want,” WVHI Vice President Karen Bai-

ley said. 

   The convention will include a substantial educa-

tional component, including the lawyers’ panel, 

which provides free legal advice to those attend-

ing; the fundraising golf tournament and after-

dinner auction; plus substantial other time for en-

joyment, such as Phil Fogleman’s wine-tasting 

program. 

2014 Convention  

at Stonewall Manchin 

Davis 

See registration form on page 6. 

Register now to reserve your room. 

You can always cancel if necessary 



The Podium Thanks, is what we have 

to say to the members 

 

   Want to keep up on the latest with 

the factory-built housing industry in 

West Virginia? Want to be listed on 

our website or linked to it? 

   The West Virginia Housing Insti-

tute Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a 

look at what we have on the site. 

Tell us what you want added or im-

proved. 

   The inside scoop is in the mem-

bers-only section. And you only 

have to call Andy Gallagher at (304) 

346-8985 to join. 

 By Kevin Wilfong 

Co-President 

   The strength of our organization has paid off once again in our 

winning the attention of Sen. Joe Manchin to sponsor the legislation we need to re-

form the federal Dodd-Frank Act. 

   Thanks, is what I have to say to each and every one of you who heeded our call to 

reach out and contact your senators and members of Congress. Believe me, when we have gone to Washington 

to talk with them, they told us they were pleased that so many of you had already been in touch with them. 

Your calls and emails were heard. 

   We on the board of directors work tirelessly to make recommendations to you about the direction of WVHI, 

but in the end we are only your servants and you let us know what you want. 

   Now, we have 10 senators on this important bill that will implement the reforms we need, or at least will 

push the Consumer Finance Protection Bureau along a more sensible path. But we cannot give up now. We 

must keep advocating for our reforms. 

   On another matter, the board is excited and very pleased about our new scholarship program. 

   While we have discussed a scholarship plan in the past, let me credit board member Don Sharp 

of Triad Financial Services Inc. with resurrecting the idea last year and really urging its adoption. 

The board formed a four-member team and that group devised the program you can read about on 

page 4 of this newsletter. Se hope it pleases you and we believe this is a good use of our funds. 

   These scholarships can be used as a tool to encourage home purchases since a customer who 

buys one of our homes and who has a family member going to, or in, college will be eligible for 

the funds. So, also with those of us working in the industry. 

   Finally, the board would love a strong attendance at the WVHI convention June 23-25 at Stonewall Resort. 

Let’s have the best turnout ever. This is the one time we can all get together and talk a little business while 

enjoying ourselves. Just as importantly, this is the only time we can raise political action committee funds 

WVHI needs to gain political access to help promote our legislation. 

   This year take a little time for the good of the group. We need to see you at Stonewall. Thanks, again! 

Kevin Wilfong 

www.wvhi.org Remember 

www.wvhi.org 
   The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.’s simple retailers guide for deal-

ing with the Dodd-Frank Act, only a four-page guidance document, has become a na-

tional standard handbook for quick answers to Dodd-Frank questions. 

   It is available to you at a place we hope you visit regularly for information about 

what is going on within the industry in the state. That is your website at 

www.wvhi.org. 

   A click gives you instant access to news releases about what is and has happened, 

provides you with simple access to laws and regulatory issues you need to see, and 

places at your fingertips a number of helpful tools. We have a special section marked 

for state laws and regulations to help answer your regulatory concerns. 

   Want to find a toter or locate a retailer or find a community or need other assistance? 

Our membership list is there. 

   Take a minute to look at the site. Let us know if there is something you would like to 

see at that location that you do not see. It is worth the time and is a helpful tool you 

own. 

http://www.wvhi.org/


   Partnering with the U.S. Department of Energy’s Building America Program 

and the Tennessee Valley Authority, the industry, through its research arm, the 

Systems Building Research Alliance (SBRA) will spend the next year testing 

energy performance in manufactured homes. 

   SE Homes, Inc., (a division of Clayton Homes) was selected to build three 

homes each of which will be built to a different level of energy efficiency: a home 

that will be built to minimum HUD thermal requirements; an ENERGY STAR 

home; and a home that meets the very ambitious requirements of the U.S. Depart-

ment of Energy’s Challenge Home Program. Under the DOE Challenge Home 

program home builders receive a special designation for homes that meet rigorous 

requirements to ensure outstanding levels of energy savings, comfort, health and 

durability. The SE Homes, Inc., test home will be the first manufactured home in 

the nation to qualify for the DOE Challenge Home designation. 

   The side-by-side tests are intended to answer a fundamental question: Do energy 

saving benefits justify the costs associated with achieving these exemplary levels 

of energy performance? The project will also provide insight into related issues: 

   • What specific combinations of measures provide the optimal investment in 

energy efficiency improvements; that is, minimize home ownership costs? 

   • To what extent do advanced envelope designs—designs with very high R val-

ues, reduced thermal bridging and air tight construction—contribute to overall 

energy savings and how can these be integrated into the home production process? 

   • Can high performance ductless, mini-split heat pumps be successfully inte-

grated into the factory building process in a cost effective manner, to give manu-

facturers total control over the design and installation of the HVAC system? 

   • Do high performance homes introduce building science challenges that need to 

be addressed as standards and building practices become more stringent? 

   For additional information about the project contact Lois Starkey at 

lstarkey@mfghome.org or (703) 558-0654.  

West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. golfing regis-

tration form 
Golfing for the PAC 2014 

 The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.’s golf tourna-

ment takes place June 24 at Stonewall Resort at Roanoke, WV. 
We look forward to having you participate in a good cause for 

our industry. 
 The tournament funds our political action committee. 

As a result, we can take only personal checks that are made out 

to HousingPAC. We cannot accept corporate checks. This is the 
only opportunity each year we have to raise PAC funds. 

 We are asking each participant to make a donation of 
$125 for the PAC fund this year, a figure we have tried to main-

tain at the same level over the years. 
Please let us know if you plan to participate. 

 

Name__________________________________________________ 
Company_____________________________________________ 

Email__________________________________________________ 
Handicap_______________________________________________ 

 

Please mail, with a $125 personal check, to:  
WVHI Inc. 

Andy Gallagher  
PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328 

Energy Testing Program Under Way with Industry,  

Feds and TVA 

mailto:lstarkey@mfghome.org


Home on the Road is a publica-

tion of the West Virginia Housing In-

stitute Inc., published four times a 

year (March, June, September and 

December).  

Free subscription with paid member-

ship dues. All advertising must be 

paid in advance. Home on the Road 

reserves the right to reject any adver-

tising. Make checks payable to 

WVHI. Send ads with payment and 

news to Andy Gallagher. 

Advertising rates 

Full page: $200 

Half page: $100 

Quarter page: $60 

Classified: $30 for each 3 lines 

These rate are double for nonmem-

bers. 

 
Home on the Road Newsletter 

Editor: Andy Gallagher 

WVHI 

PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

(304) 346-8985 

(304) 400-4509 (fax) 

wvhi@wvhi.verizon.net  

Co-Presidents George Gunnell and Kevin Wilfong and the 

14-member board of directors of the West Virginia Housing Institute 

Inc. announced a new scholarship program for the manufactured and 

modular housing industry to assist customers and staff. 

 Three college scholarships of $1,000 each will be chosen as 

a random drawing each January and awarded to the 

purchaser, or his or her family, of a manufactured or 

modular home or a staff person, or his or her family, 

whose company is a member of WVHI. 

 The customer must have purchased a home 

during the calendar year prior to the January draw-

ing to be eligible. For example, a customer buying a 

home anytime in 2014 would be eligible for the 

January 2015 drawing. A staff member must have worked in the in-

dustry during that year. 

 Eligible student must maintain at least a 2.5 academic aver-

age during the semester for which they are in the drawing. They also 

must provide college-generated proof they are carry-

ing a full academic schedule for the following se-

mester. The student must be going to a West Vir-

ginia institution of higher learning or be enrolled 

already in a West Virginia school. 

“We wanted to provide what we believe will be a 

very attractive marketing tool for our retail centers 

while also encouraging students to go to college in 

West Virginia,” Gunnell said. “It should be an outstanding program 

for us with the potential for future expansion.” 

“One of the keys we sought was simplicity,” Wilfong said. 

“We have cut red tape to the barest minimum while expanding the 

eligibility poll to the maximum. If you are in college, or going to 

college, and you maintain a 2.5 average during your eligibility se-

mester, and are going full-time next semester, then you are automati-

cally a candidate for our scholarship.” 

“We wanted to make sure all students are available for our 

scholarships, not just those with an A-average,” board member Don 

Sharp, who promoted the scholarship program, said. “We have 

eliminated the need to write an essay. And our program rewards a 

student for a good semester. In effect, the student is paid by us for 

having a successful year, not just for going to college.” 

Names of all candidates will be placed in a drawing and 

three will be chosen. When WVHI verifies they have met program 

requirements, a check on their behalf will be written to the school 

they are attending. If a candidate is eliminated, a replacement will be 

chosen. 

Eligibility forms must be filed through the retailer where a 

home is purchased or verified by a manager if the candidate or fam-

ily member is a staffer. 

Customers & industry members eligible for new schol-

arship program 

Three $1,000 scholarships annually 
—Customers and their families eligible if they buy 

a home in the year preceding. 

—All industry staff and officials of MHI members 

eligible, including service personnel. 

—Winners chosen in a drawing in January. 

—No essay is required. 

—Student must attend a West Virginia school. 

—Student must maintain a 2.5 grade point average. 

—Student must be attending school full time. 

—High school transcript not needed. 

—Retailers control the application process. 

—Community owners and their families eligible. 

—Community residents who own their homes are 

eligible. 

 —WVHI makes final determination of scholarship 

awards.  

Thumbnail of WVHI  

scholarship program 

Wilfong 

Gunnell 



Manufactured home shipments fell 0.4 percent in 

West Virginia in 2013 
    2013      2012 

   Homes  floors shipped         Homes   floors shipped 

 January   69   116    48     84 

 February  59   96    64    105 

 March  73   113                  94    158 

 April   80   138    78    128 

 May   117   198    104    176 

 June  113   186    101    168 

 July   89   153    93    158 

 August  81   137    122    200 

 September 112   179    96    159 

 October  107   186    106    173 

 November 81   142    76    132 

 December 51     82    55     97 

 

   While manufactured home shipments increased nationally in 2013, they fell by a fraction in West Virginia, the latest statistical 

report from the national Manufactured Housing Institute showed. 

   U.S. shipments of manufactured homes climbed by 9.7 percent over 2012 shipments, the report by the Arlington, Va.-based na-

tional trade association showed. 

   But they fell 0.4 percent in West Virginia when 2013 shipments were compared to those of 2012. 

   For the month of December, shipments fell 7.3 percent in West Virginia, while they increased 14 percent in the U.S. during the 

month of December 2013. 

   West Virginia received a total of 1,033 manufactured homes in 2013, compared to 1,037 shipped in 2012. Across the U.S., 

60,210 homes were shipped in 2013, compared to 54,891 in 2012. 

   A total of 51 homes were shipped to the Mountain State in December 2013, compared to 55 for the same month in 2012. 

   In December, West Virginia ranked 25th in terms of shipments. A total of 4,005 homes were shipped nationally during the 

month.  

   For the year, West Virginia ranked 20th in terms of shipments, with 1.7 percent of the total. Three neighboring states fared better 

and two did worse. Kentucky was seventh; Pennsylvania 15th; and Virginia was just ahead of West Virginia, ranked 19th. Ohio 

ranked 22nd and Maryland was 40th. 

   Overall, West Virginia shipments were down 1 percent for 2012. 

 



West Virginia Housing Institute Convention 2014 

 
Return this form to WVHI 

REGISTRATION FORM 

June 23-25 

Stonewall Resort, Roanoke, WV 
Make your room reservations at (304) 269-7400 or (1 888) 278-8150 or on line at StonewallResort.com.  Room rates are $119. 

 

 

Company Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

City:   _______________________________ State:________Zip_____________ 

Names of Those Attending as it Should Appear on Name Badges: (please print) 

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____ 

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____ 

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____ 

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____ 

REGISTRATION FEES: 

WVHI Member & Spouse/Guest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $125.00 per person if paid by May 30, 2013; 

$150.00 per person after May 30. 

Children Under 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 50.00 per child if paid by May 30; 

$75.00 per child after May 30. 

 Children Under 1 year old                  FREE 

Non-Member Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  $300.00 per person attending 

***Registration Fees Must Accompany Registration Form and are PER PERSON attending*** 

Please return completed registration form and your check to: 

WVHI Inc. 

PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

Questions, please call Andy (304) 346-8985 

Mark your calendars now – don’t miss out 
It’s educational and fun 



   Supreme Court from p. 1 

chose. 

   “It was precisely this type of  confusion in the old 

law that caused us to ask the Legislature to clarify 

this,” Teare said. 

   “We consider this a significant win for a number of 

reasons, not the least of which is that it upheld the 

integrity of the law we fought to enact in 2011,” said 

George Gunnell, co-president of WVHI, and a mem-

ber of the state regulatory board. “We believe the peo-

ple who know best about problems in our industry are those on the 

regulatory board and these issues need to go to that board first for 

its adjudication.” 

   “We believe this was a complete win for consumers,” added 

WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong. “This means they can take 

their complaints to the state Division of Labor and have their 

grievances aired there without having to go through the added and 

often burdensome expense of hiring a lawyer to plead their case. 

They don’t need a lawyer at the State Board. 

   “And, believe me, the Division of Labor is a tough, but fair 

group, in dealing with complaints against all industry members.” 
   The case had been filed against a retailer in New Martinsville and the 

manufacturer in Ohio. Teare, who works for the Charleston law firm of 

Spilman Thomas & Battle, represented the manufacturer. 

   The court unanimously found the law was “a clear and unambiguous 

statement of the Legislature’s intention to require individuals aggrieved 

by a matter involving a manufactured home to first file an administrative 

complaint with the West Virginia Manufactured Housing Construction 

and Safety Board before filing a civil action in the circuit court seeking 

‘monetary recovery of damages’.” 

   The 2011 law was unanimously passed by both chambers of the Legisla-

ture. “We are grateful that the Legislature clarified this important issue for 

us,” Teare said. 

Manchin from page 1 

   The legislation is the industry’s primary federal proposal for 2014.  

   Rep. Nick Rahall, D-W.Va., and David McKinley, R-W.Va., are cosponsors of the House version of 

the same legislation. Only Rep. Shelley Moore Capito, R-W.Va., has not signed onto the bill. Capito is 

running for Rockefeller’s Senate seat this year and is likely to succeed Rockefeller. 

Teare 

Capito 

Sen. Man-

chin at 

Morgan-

town 

housing 

meeting 

Manchin predicts financing re-

form package with government 

guarantees 
   MORGANTOWN -- Efforts to reform institutions that help fund mortgages in the United States will be successful this year and will include government insurance pro-

tections, like those in GSE Senate reform legislation, Sen. Joe Manchin predicted to a banking roundtable in Morgantown. 

   The West Virginia Democrat was the keynote speaker at the Feb. 21 meeting sponsored by the Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh. 

   He predicted the bill being worked on by the Senate Banking Committee, of which he is a member, will have federal guarantees like the Corker-Warner proposal, which 

was introduced in the Senate last year. The House-favored version of the same legislation, called Protecting American Taxpayers and Homeowners (PATH), does not have 

a federal guarantee. 

   “A privately capitalized system with a government backstop will replace the old system and it will protect taxpayers from economic downturns,” Manchin predicted of 

Senate Bill 1217. “The competing House bill is the PATH Act, which would remove the government guarantees, is something we will not do. It would fundamentally 

change in a bad way the housing industry. It is very detrimental.” 

   Manchin said the chances are “good” that the Senate version of the bill will prevail. 

   “Providing home ownership is a bipartisan goal,” Manchin said. “Home ownership is one of the defining economic issues of our time. My purpose in representing a rural 

state is speaking loud and clear that we don’t penalize the people who did not create our problems.” 

   He was sympathetic to problems House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, has with dealing with Tea Party members who are far to the right politically. “Boehner is a good 

man and I can work with him,” Manchin said. But he said Boehner must bring his membership “back to a common-sense situation.” 

   He also told the group he was optimistic by nature and predicted water problem in Charleston will turn into a benefit. “This is the greatest wake-up call we could have,” 

Manchin said. “Once the water is cleared of contaminates, I pledge to work toward making West Virginia’s water supply the best and cleanest water system in the nation.” 

   Manchin has invited the Defense Department to come to Charleston to “see what happens” if a widely used water system was contaminated by outside sources. He did 

not mention terrorists, but his implication was clear. 



 

 

 

 

C O M E  J O I N  N O W ! ! !   C U T  A N D  M A I L  —   M E M B E R S H I P  D A T A  

Firm Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Telephone (____) ____________________   Fax (____) ____________________ 

Home Phone (____) __________________  Email _________________________________ 

D U E S  S T R U C T U R E :  

MANUFACTURER:  Dues shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per floor for each home shipped within the West Virginia to 

dealers, contractors, retailers or sales locations in West Virginia.  These dues shall be remitted to the West Virginia Housing Institute 

Inc. on a monthly basis. 

_________ We will send $100.00 per floor shipped to West Virginia on a monthly basis. 

RENTAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRACTORS:- Per Annum 

________ $100.00 

ALL OTHER CATEGORIES: - Per Annum 

________ $250.00 

_________________________________Title   _____________________________ Signature

        

Please Remit To: 

WVHI 
PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

W E S T  V I R G I N I A  

H O U S I N G  I N S T I T U T E  I N C .  

PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

Phone (304) 346-8985 

Email: andy@wvhi.org 

www.wvhi.org 
 

 

 
P R O V I D I N G  T H E  

A M E R I C A N  

D R E A M  


