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Mandatory appraisals in effect 
in July 2015 Dodd-Frank reforms 

dead for this year 

   It appears increasingly 

likely that reforms sought by 

the manufactured housing 

industry to the Dodd-Frank 

Act will not be made this 

year. 

   Jason Boehlert, chief na-

tional lobbyist for the indus-

try, said the lateness of the 

year and congressional grid-

lock have conspired against 

having enacted industry re-

forms. 

   Some media outlets have 

labeled this session of Con-

gress as the worst in memory 

for inaction. 

   The members have taken a 

break while they go home 

and campaign. They will 

reassemble briefly in a poste-

lection lame-duck session 

this fall. 

   The Manufactured Hous-

ing Institute in Arlington, 

Va., the national association 

for the industry, put on a 

major push to enact reforms 

to the law that is aimed at 

protecting consumers when 

they make home mortgage 

purchases. 

   The changes garnered 

more than 100 sponsors in 

the House of Representatives 

(Continued on p. 5) 

       Manufactured housing section regulator Mitch 

Woodrum has been promoted to the No. 2 position 

in the state Division of Labor. 

   Woodrum, 50, of Ashford, 

Boone County, was recently ele-

vated to the job of acting deputy 

commissioner by Gov. Tomblin. 

The move came after former 

deputy commissioner John R. 

Junkins was named to the post of 

labor commissioner. 

    Woodrum said he intends to retain control of the 

manufactured housing section, as he has done in the 

past.  

   “I am very grateful for the opportunity Governor 

Tomblin has afforded me,” Woodrum said.  

 

(Continued on p. 5) 

Woodrum wins major promotion 

   The next big challenge for 

the manufactured housing 

industry is appraisals. 

    Manufactured homes over 

the value of $25,000 are go-

ing to have to have an ap-

praisal, or its equivalent, 

done, beginning next July 

18. 

   This applies to land-home 

deals and for homes sitting 

on a retailer’s lot. 

   The primary consumer pro-

tection agency under the 

Dodd-Frank Act is the Con-

sumer Finance Protection 

Bureau. 

   As of July 18, 2015, the 

CFPB is requiring a valua-

tion on all manufactured 

homes being financed that 

fall under the High Price 

Mortgage Loan (HPML) def-

inition.  

   Lenders will have three 

option for the valuations of-

fered to consumers. They 

may make the manufacturer 

invoice available for the cus-

tomer to review. They can 

present the customer with 

home valuations developed 

by NADAguides or Data-

comp Appraisal Services of 

Grand Rapids, Mich.  

 

(Continued on p. 6) 

Woodrum 

Stonewall Resort: Where the 2015  

convention is being held 



The Podium Come to Stonewall; 

Say something nice to 

Mitch 

 

   Want to keep up on the latest with 

the factory-built housing industry in 

West Virginia? Want to be listed on 

our website or linked to it? 

   The West Virginia Housing Insti-

tute Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a 

look at what we have on the site. 

Tell us what you want added or im-

proved. 

   The inside scoop is in the mem-

bers-only section. And you only 

have to call Andy Gallagher at (304) 

346-8985 to join. 

   By Kevin Wilfong 

WVHI Co-President 

   Co-President George Gunnell and I, and the entire board of directors of the West Vir-

ginia Housing Institute Inc., look forward to welcoming you back to Stonewall Resort in 

June for the 11th West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. convention. 

   Please make sure not only you come, but that you bring someone along with you. The 

more the merrier. Newcomers will see how important these gatherings are. 

   Stonewall has proven to be a solid choice as a location for our annual get-togethers. Attendees enjoy not only 

the amenities and relaxed atmosphere of this jewel in the mountains, but also its easy access right off Interstate 

79. I confess I love the magnificent golf course and look forward, as I know my colleagues do, to playing this 

very tough, but beautiful course beside the lake each year. 

   Remember to make your reservations early. Because of the popularity of our show, we have increased the num-

ber of rooms we have reserved this year, and we have asked Stonewall to make some cabins available, and all at 

a good rate to make your stay more enjoyable. 

   We don’t want any of you to have to make reservations off-campus as has happened in past years, so please 

make your reservations early. Remember, you can always cancel if necessary, which we hope will not be the 

case. 

   On another matter, I would like on behalf of our board and membership to take a moment to congratulate our 

regulator, Mitch Woodrum, on his promotion to the No. 2 position within the Division of Labor.  Here is a self-

made man who worked himself up to the position of acting deputy commissioner of the division, a job he certain-

ly deserves. 

   Mitch is known for consistently taking on new challenges and has expanded his educational knowledge through 

Division of Personnel courses. As a result, new soon becomes old to him. 

   He has been a good regulator for us. He has been tough when necessary, but he is consistently fair. And I know 

if you need anything or need the answer to any question, Mitch is only a telephone call or email away.  I am very 

pleased to report that he will not be giving up that aspect of his work that deals with our industry. Make sure you 

mention his new job when you see him. 

  

Kevin Wilfong 

www.wvhi.org Tiny houses could prove a  

big challenge 
   A new challenge appears to be looming for the manufactured housing 

industry in the form of miniature homes known colloquially as the “tiny 

house movement.” 

   State executive directors were told that these tiny homes on wheels are 

being allowed by local regulators to go into communities across the nation 

without facing regulatory controls that confront the manufactured and 

modular housing industry. 
   “Some are being parked at churches or other places,” Wisconsin Housing Alli-

ance Executive Director Ross Kinzler said. “Tiny houses get unusual city support 

because locals advocate for them as homelessness prevention.” 

   These are houses of less than 1,000 square feet. They are not getting the same 

regulatory scrutiny and having to comply with standards that manufactured housing faces. 

   “I think the challenge for our industry is not to compete with the tiny house movement, but to 

learn from the success of their movement,” Sheila Dey, executive director of the Sacramento-based 

Western Manufactured Housing Communities, said. “How can we make small HUD-code homes as 

‘cool’ as tiny houses?” 

 

Tiny house 

http://www.wvhi.org/


Industry seeks guidance on Dodd-Frank lawsuit 
   The Financial Services Division of the Manufactured Housing Institute has asked for legal guidance on 

the possibility of suing the federal government over implementation of the Dodd-Frank Act. 

   Tim Williams, CEO and president of 21st Mortgage Corp. of Knoxville, Tenn., said the industry needs to 

explore whether retailer rights are being limited by provisions within the act that was passed to protect con-

sumers when they purchase homes. 

   The division asked the Washington, D.C., law firm of Weiner Brodsky Kinder PC to examine the likeli-

hood that the industry could prevail in a lawsuit that challenges threats the factory-built industry perceives 

it faces.  

   Williams believes the restrictions implemented under Dodd-Frank unconstitutionally block the free 

speech rights of sales staff to discuss financing options and the right of retailers to operate freely under the 

commerce clause of the U.S. Constitution. 

   Under the act, Congress has delegated broad regulatory authority to the Consumer Finance Protection Bureau to oversee the 

home mortgage industry. Although manufactured housing industry representatives have met frequently with CFPB to urge lessen-

ing of restrictions within the manufactured housing sector, CFPB had been unwilling to yield on most posi-

tions. 

   Attorney James M. Milano, who deals with regulatory issues for the Washington law firm, said his office 

will examine whether a lawsuit should be filed. However, he said that the depth of delegation offered to 

CFPB by Congress makes it difficult to find a specific legal question to litigate.  “I don’t think this type of 

lawsuit will be successful,” Milano warned. 

   Others, however, argued that the rules established by CFPB to bring the act to life might be excessive and 

subject to legal challenge. “Did they propose a rule that conflicts with the law?” asked industry finance ex-

pert Dick Ernst, president of Dallas-based Financial Marketing Associates Inc. “And I think they did.” 

   Both Ernst and Scott MacFarlane of U.S. Bank, however, urged caution. “We want to be careful we do not 

end up shooting ourselves in the foot,” Ernst said. 

Tim Williams 

James Milano 



Home on the Road is a publica-

tion of the West Virginia Housing In-

stitute Inc., published four times a 

year (March, June, September and 

December).  

Free subscription with paid member-

ship dues. All advertising must be 

paid in advance. Home on the Road 

reserves the right to reject any adver-

tising. Make checks payable to 

WVHI. Send ads with payment and 

news to Andy Gallagher. 

Advertising rates 

Full page: $200 

Half page: $100 

Quarter page: $60 

Classified: $30 for each 3 lines 

These rates are double for nonmem-

bers. 
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Charleston, WV 25328-2182 
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Image improvement campaign sought 

for industry 

   The Suppliers Division for the Manufactured 

Housing Institute of Arlington, Va., announced it 

is engaged in preliminary talks with officials from 

the University of North Carolina at Greensboro to 

develop a prototype YouTube video to market the 

industry’s image.  

   The division needs to raise $15,000 to start the 

work. The project would be aimed at correcting 

misconceptions about the industry. 

   YouTube, based in San Bruno, Calif., is a ser-

vice that allows users to upload and share videos 

over the internet. 

Smith remains at helm of MHI 

   The colorful head of a manufactured housing 

community organization will retain his position as 

head of the industry. 

   Nathan Smith, a founding partner of SSK Communities, which 

has manufactured housing communities in Kentucky, Indiana and 

Ohio, was elected recently to a new one-year job as chairman of the 

Manufactured Housing Institute of Arlington, Va. 

   Smith graduated with a bachelor of arts degree in 

political science from Northern Kentucky University, 

and is a member of Pi Kappa Alpha.  He is also a 

past president of the Kentucky Manufactured Hous-

ing Institute, where he served as president for two 

terms.  He is currently treasurer of KMHI.  He is a 

past president of the Indiana Manufactured Housing 

Association/Recreation Vehicle Indiana Council.   

   He has been a huge fundraiser for Democrats both 

in Kentucky and nationally and served as vice chairman of the Ken-

tucky Democratic Party.   

   Smith was the featured speaker at the WVHI convention held this 

past June at Stonewall Resort, where he was warmly appreciated. 

    SSK’s home sales division operates exclusively in its 26 commu-

nities throughout Indiana, Kentucky, and Ohio. The company 

works diligently with the retail lenders in the industry to ensure that 

its customers get the best value and terms for their financing op-

tions.    

    Smith and his wife, Mary Lee, have 4 children – Chance, Griffin, 

Dora, and Rose. 

Smith 

WVHI executive director elected 

 to national award 

   The executive director of the West Virginia Housing 

Institute has been chosen for a top national award. 

   Andrew Gallagher was elected the top state execu-

tive director for 2014 in a vote of his peer nationwide. 

   Gallagher, who has been the executive director of 

the West Virginia association for 10 years, won for a 

simplified, four-page pamphlet he wrote that ex-

plained what retailers had to do to comply with new 

standards imposed by the federal Dodd-Frank Act. 

The brochure Gallagher produced because the national standard for 

dealing with the act. 

   He also received support for having promoted through the West 

Virginia Legislature a bill that was signed into law in 2011 that re-

quired any complaint made against an industry member to be pre-

sented initially to the state regulatory board. Only after the West Vir-

ginia Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards 

Boar acted on a matter could it be taken to circuit court. 

   “I was surprised and very pleased that my peers recognized my 

wok and honored me in this fashion,” Gallagher said. 

   The validity of the law was upheld this year by the West Virginia 

Supreme Court in a lawsuit WVHI supported. 

   A retired Arizona economist says the average age of a car in the 

United States is now 11.4 year old. 

Gallagher 

How old is your car? 



Manufactured home shipments up slightly in  West Virginia in 2014 

    2014      2013 

   Homes  floors shipped           Homes   floors shipped 

 January   68   117     69     116 

 February 56   100     59       96 

 March   67   110     74     113 

 April   108   186     80      138 

 May   112     188     117      198 

 June  81   134     113      186 

 July   136   213     89      153 

   Manufactured housing shipments to West Virginia improved a staggering 52.8 percent in July, which left shipments up 4.5 

percent when compared to the first seven months of 2013. 

   June shipments fell a dramatic 28.3 percent, pulling the state down to 3.9 percent below last year’s shipments. 

   May shipments fell 3.4 percent in West Virginia. 

   A remarkable increase of 35 percent increase in shipments in West Virginia in April meant the state’s shipments remained 

ahead of last year’s shipments at that point.  

   March shipments were down 9.5 percent in West Virginia. 

   February shipments were down 3.1 percent. 

   Shipments were down 1.4 percent in January. 

   U.S. shipments of manufactured homes climbed by 9.7 percent in 2013 over 2012 shipments. 

   But they fell 0.4 percent in West Virginia when 2013 shipments were compared to those of 2012. 

   For the month of December, shipments fell 7.3 percent in West Virginia, while they increased 14 percent in the U.S. for De-

cember 2013. 

   West Virginia received a total of 1,033 manufactured homes in 2013, compared to 1,037 shipped in 2012. Across the U.S., 

60,210 homes were shipped in 2013, compared to 54,891 in 2012. West Virginia shipments were down 1 percent for 2012. 

 

    

Reforms from p. 1  

and more than a dozen members of the U.S. Sen-

ate. 

   Sponsors included Reps. Nick Rahall, D-W.Va., 

and David McKinley, R-W.Va., and U.S. Sen. Joe 

Manchin, D-W.Va. 

   The proposed changes were relatively minor. 

They would have allowed higher interest rates on 

the relatively smaller and more expensive loans 

that the industry makes. Additionally, the changes 

would have allowed retail staff members and 

those working within communities to discuss fi-

nancing options they are unable to broach with 

customers now. 

    Without action this year, the industry will have 

to begin collecting sponsors again in 2015. 

Woodrum from p. 1 

   “I believe my ability to look at various programs with a 

different perspective and to implement necessary changes 

will make our division run more efficient and effective. 

My 23 years of experience in several programs within the 

division will be a great asset in accomplishing my goals as 

the deputy commissioner.” 

   “I have worked with Mitch for several years now as a 

member of the state regulatory board and know this pro-

motion is well-deserved,” said George Gunnell, a member 

of the West Virginia Manufactured Housing Construction 

and Safety Standards Board. Gunnell is also regional zone 

manager for West Virginia for Clayton Homes Inc. and 

president of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. 

   “I have dealt with Mitch over many years I have been in 

business and know him to be fair-minded professional 

who has treated our industry with respect,” said Kevin 

Wilfong, co-president of WVHI and co-owner of Mid-

dletown Home Sales of Fairmont. 

  Woodrum has been director of manufactured housing for 

the West Virginia Division of Labor since April 1, 2002. 

He was named director of licensing for the state Division 

of Labor on July 1, 2007. He is a former carpenter who 

joined the Division of Labor in 1992. 

Like to know what the Consumer 

Finance Protection Bureau thinks of 

the manufactured housing industry?  It isn’t pretty. 

    CFPB is the major oversight agency created by the 

Dodd-Frank Act to oversee the protection of consumers 

in mortgage transactions. 

   Go to www.wvhi.org for the report. 

Check our what CFPB  

says about you 



Appraisal from p. 1 

   Finally, they can have a regular physical appraisal 

done on the home. The valuation report must be present-

ed to the customer at least three days 

before the close of the sale. 

    Industry financial institutions are 

cooperating with NADAguides and 

Datacomp to provide them with five 

years of purchase and sales history to 

allow them to set proper values for 

non-land home sales. 

   Additionally all land/home transac-

tions will require physical appraisals by a qualified and 

knowledgeable USPAP (real estate) appraiser.  

   The West Virginia Real Estate Appraiser Licensing 

and Certification Board has a special seven-hour online 

course specifically about appraising manufactured 

homes, according to board executive director Sandy 

Kerns. 

   See the board’s website at:  

www.appraiserboard.wv.gov. 
   Kerns said West Virginia appraisers must take 14 hours of contin-

uing education each year, seven of which must be classroom hours. 

   So, if you have an appraiser in your area, please encourage him or 

her to become educated through the appraisal board in appraising manufac-

tured homes. 

Sandy Kerns 

Convention 2015 is at Stonewall Resort 

   Stonewall Jackson Resort was the runaway favorite 

choice as the location for the West Virginia Housing In-

stitute Inc.’s 2015 convention. 

   The convention will be held June 22-24 at the lakeside 

resort that has been awarded a prestigious AAA Four 

Diamond Award rating for the 12th year in a row.  

   Attendees at last year’s event voted overwhelmingly to 

return to the resort that is located in area of the boyhood 

home of Confederate Lt. Gen. Thomas J. “Stonewall” 

Jackson, who died from wounds at Chancellorsville. 

   “We have planned a spectacular line-up of speakers for 

this year’s event,” said WVHI Co-President George Gunnell of Clayton Homes Inc.  

   “We hope the 2015 will be unprecedented  for attracting sponsors, attendees and those interested in the 

health of the manufacturing and modular industry in West Virginia,” said WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong 

of Middletown Home Sales of Fairmont. 

   In addition to a strong show of speakers, including the popular lawyers’ forum, where attendees enjoy at least 

two hours of free legal advice, and great networking time, attendees are reminded that the resort boasts a spec-

tacular 7,149-yard, Arnold Palmer-designed, part-72 golf course that runs right along Stonewall Lake.  

   The food is spectacular, the grounds are groomed, the recreational events are fun and the spa is humming. 

The convention will include Phil Fogleman’s popular wine tasting and WVHI’s political action fundraising 

auction, which draws much interest and his hosted by Judy Ritchie of Elkins. (See the form on page 7). 

Poolside at Stonewall Resort 

http://www.appraiserboard.wv.gov


West Virginia Housing Institute Convention 2015 

 
Return this form to WVHI 

REGISTRATION FORM 
June 22-24 

Stonewall Resort, Roanoke, WV 
Contact: Make your room reservations at (304) 269-7400 or (1 888) 278-8150 or on line at StonewallResort.com. Room rates are 

$119. We also have cabins reserved this year.. If you prefer a cabin, please ask about rates. 

 

 

Company Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

City:   _______________________________ State:________Zip_____________ 

 

Names of Those Attending as it Should Appear on Name Badges: (please print) 

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____ 

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____ 

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____ 

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____ 

REGISTRATION FEES: 

WVHI Member & Spouse/Guest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $125.00 per person if paid by May 30, 2013; 

$150.00 per person after May 30. 

Children Under 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 50.00 per child if paid by May 30; 

$75.00 per child after May 30. 

 Children Under 1 year old                  FREE 

Non-Member Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  $300.00 per person attending 

***Registration Fees Must Accompany Registration Form and are PER PERSON attending*** 

Please return completed registration form and your check to: 

WVHI Inc. 

PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

Questions, please call Andy (304) 346-8985 

Mark your calendars now – don’t miss out 
It’s educational and fun 



 

 

 

 

C O M E  J O I N  N O W ! ! !   C U T  A N D  M A I L  —   M E M B E R S H I P  D A T A  

Firm Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Telephone (____) ____________________   Fax (____) ____________________ 

Home Phone (____) __________________  Email _________________________________ 

D U E S  S T R U C T U R E :  

MANUFACTURER:  Dues shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per  floor  for  each home shipped within the West Virgin-

ia to dealers, contractors, retailers or sales locations in West Virginia.  These dues shall be remitted to the West Virginia Housing 

Institute Inc. on a monthly basis. 

_________ We will send $100.00 per floor shipped to West Virginia on a monthly basis. 

RENTAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRACTORS:- Per Annum 

________ $100.00 

ALL OTHER CATEGORIES: - Per Annum 

________ $250.00 

_________________________________Title   _____________________________ Signature

        

Please Remit To: 

WVHI 
PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

W E S T  V I R G I N I A  

H O U S I N G  I N S T I T U T E  I N C .  

PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

Phone (304) 346-8985 

Email: andy@wvhi.org 

www.wvhi.org 
 

 

 
P R O V I D I N G  T H E  

A M E R I C A N  

D R E A M  


