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Recovery fund
saved, for now; “as
is” lost

Retail center receptionist, two others win scholarships
The second round of higher
education scholarships offered
by the West Virginia Housing
Institute Inc. has gone to seniors
at West Virginia University,
Marshall University and Glenville State College,
“We are very pleased with the
candidates in this our second
round of scholarships,” said Don
Sharp of Triad Financial Services, whose idea for scholarships developed into the program
enacted last year. “This is an
excellent group of students.”
Cori Martin, 22, of Van, Logan
County, could be considered a
double candidate. She works for
a retail
center and
also lives
in a manufactured
housing
community
in Morgantown.
While attending
nursing
school at
Martin
WVU,
Martin works for American
Homes, Steve Solomon’s retail
center in the northern West Virginia city.
“I am a second semester senior
at the WVU School of Nursing,”
Martin said. She was nominated
by Holly Glenn, sales and marketing director at the retail center. “Thank you all again for this
scholarship,” said Martin, who
has a 3.4 grade point average.
(Continued on p. 7)

Action by the West Virginia
Housing Institute Inc. prevented
lawmakers from stripping away
$750,000 from the $1.5 million in
the state recovery fund.
But whether the money can be
saved from helping lawmakers
put together a new $4.3 billion
budget for the fiscal year that begins July 1 remains a question.
Meanwhile, effort to enact an
“as is” law failed in this year’s
legislative session.
The Legislature has not complete
action on the budget for the
Frozen Capitol
fiscal year that starts July 1.
As it is, lawmakers face a
spending deficit in the current
budget and next year’s spending
plan of more than $800 million.
The problems include poor tax
collections caused by a faltering
economy and a dramatic downThe West Virginia Supreme Court in a ruling issued
March 15 crippled a law that banned cities and counties turn in taxes on the extraction of
energy resources; a high joblessfrom discriminating against the placement of factoryness; and the lack of a diversified
built housing simply because it was manufactured hous- economy to make up the shorting.
falls.
Essentially ignoring the 2006 antidiscrimination law
While the state Senate was willthe West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. got enacted, the ing and passed several tax inunanimous court ruled that a town or city could “adopt crease proposals, the House of
an ordinance regulating the placement of mobile homes Delegates refused to act on any of
them.
and house trailers.”
As a result, the House approved
The 2006 law said a town or city had to apply the
a bill to take half of the money
same standards to all housing, but the Supreme Court
our of the fund created the indussaid the law meant only design standards and did not
try to ensure all work is done on a
deal with restricting the location of a manufactured
home even when the retailer went
home.
out of business. A number of
The case arose when residents of the Morgantown
House members have taken a
suburb of Granville sued the town over an ordinance it
pledge not to vote for any tax
adopted to restrict the placement of manufactured hous- increases, even Gov. Tomblin’s
es outside an area specifically designated to be a manu- proposal to help ease the budget
factured housing park.
crisis by increasing the tax on
Monongalia County Circuit Court ruled in favor of
(Continued on p. 6)

Antidiscrimination law
crippled by court ruling

the town. The residents appealed, unsuccessfully.

The Podium Watch our wallet; it
is that time of year

By George Gunnell
WVHI Co-President
“No man's life, liberty, or property are safe while the legislature is in session” – New
Gunnell
York Judge Gideon Tucker.
I believe my legislative friends would agree with Judge Tucker and me that many strange
things can happen when the Legislature is in town. In this case it was lawmakers’ recent attempt to take half of
the money in the $1.5 million manufactured housing recovery fund to help balance the state budget.
We were not alone. The effort involved taking what is termed “special revenue” out of more than 30 accounts
to provide more than $73 million to help close a budget hole that is projected at more than $800 million.
The state has fallen on hard times because of declining taxes from the production of coal and natural gas; a
high jobless rate that has affected income taxes; the failure to diversity our economy away from one major and
failing industry; and the fact that our young population is fleeing the state and taking their talent with them.
So the Republicans in the Legislature are facing a financial dilemma at a time when many of them have
pledged not to ever vote for a tax increase, even Gov. Tomblin’s proposal for an increase in the tax on cigarettes.
At the same time, funding for state agencies has been cut back 20 percent over the last three years, so there
isn’t much fat left on those bones.
The state has a reserve fund of more than $800 million but Tomblin refuses to allow it to be raided for a crisis
that needs a longterm solution.
While the state Senate was willing to enact a number of tax increases, including an extra bump in Tomblin’s
proposed smoker tax, the House was not. Instead the House decided to take half our recovery fund in a bid to
help balance the budget. That move was stopped by Senate Finance Committee Chairman Mike Hall, RPutnam, after WVHI protested. Hall removed our funding from being in issue. But that may be a temporary reprieve.
So, lawmakers will return to Charleston later this spring and still must complete action on the $4.3 billion
budget before the new fiscal year starts on July 1. They will be looking at every source for money and that
could mean our little fund again.
Please contact your senator and delegate and urge them not to take money from our recovery fund to help balance the budget. We worked hard to build this fund and the money in it can be spent for a limited number of
specific purposes. Let’s battle to protect our consumers who need to be helped by this fund.
from p. 7
A reception and then an evening boat trip on Stonewall
www.wvhi.org Convention
Lake are called for after the lawyers’ panel. That reception

Want to keep up on the latest with the
factory-built housing industry in West
Virginia? Want to be listed on our website or linked to it?
The West Virginia Housing Institute
Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a look at
what we have on the site. Tell us what
you want added or improved.
The inside scoop is in the membersonly section. And you only have to call
Andy Gallagher at (304) 346-8985 to join.

continues on land after docking and to the music of a small
ensemble.
The statewide meeting occurs in the morning after a luxurious breakfast then the list of high-ranking industry speakers.
Florea
The afternoon of June 21 is taken up by golf on the Arnold
Palmer-designed 7,149-yard, lake-hugging golf course. Phil
Fogleman, his wife, Jeanie, and Kari Preslar improve your knowledge of the
fruits of the vine with Phil’s adult beverage-tasting program after a special cooking demonstration by Stonewall’s executive chef Tim White.
The evening is then filled with a reception and sumptuous banquet and more
music.
Those attending the convention enjoy not only Stonewall’s magnificent setting
and its lake, but many other activities, such as its spa, outdoor recreational opportunities, its pool and the open-air, late-night fire for those who can be chilled
by the mountain air even in June.
We hope you will attend this year. Registration forms are found throughout
this publication.

West Virginia Housing Institute Convention 2016

Return this form to WVHI

REGISTRATION FORM
June 20-22
Stonewall Resort, Roanoke, WV

Make your room reservations at (304) 269-7400 or (1 888) 278-8150 or on line at StonewallResort.com. Room rates are $119. Please
use the code 523187.

Company Name:

____________________________________________________________

Address:

____________________________________________________________

City:

_______________________________ State:________Zip_____________
Names of Those Attending as it Should Appear on Name Badges: (please print)

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____
_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____
_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____
_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____
REGISTRATION FEES:
WVHI Member & Spouse/Guest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125.00 per person if paid by May 30;
$150.00 per person after May 30.
Children Under 12
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 50.00 per child if paid by May 30;
$75.00 per child after May 30.
Nonmember Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$300.00 per person attending

***Registration Fees Must Accompany Registration Form and are PER PERSON attending***
Please return completed registration form and your check to:
WVHI Inc.
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
Questions, please call Andy (304) 346-8985

Mark your calendars now – don’t miss out
It’s educational and fun

June 20-22, 2016, convention
agenda

Rep. McKinley makes special
effort for industry
WASHINGTON — Alone among West Virginia's congressmen, Rep. David McKinley
has made a special effort to support the manufactured housing industry.
The West Virginia Republican wrote to the
House Appropriations Committee concerning the hostility of the Consumer Finance
Protection Bureau toward the
industry.
His letter was separate but
related to a similar letter
McKinley signed by 21 other members
and drafted by Rep. Stephen
Fincher, R-Tenn., to express similar concerns.
Fincher has been the lead sponsor of legislation to reform the Dodd-Frank Act of 2010 in
favor of the manufactured housing industry.
McKinley is a co-sponsor of that legislation.
“Congressman McKinley has been a steadfast and complete ally of our industry,” said
WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong of Fairmont.
“Since he got into Congress, David McKinley has been a strong supporter of manufactured housing and we appreciate all he has
done,” agreed WVHI Co-President George
Gunnell of Winfield.

Home on the Road Newsletter
Editor: Andy Gallagher
WVHI
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
(304) 346-8985
(304) 400-4509 (fax)
wvhi@wvhi.verizon.net

Home on the Road is a publication of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc., published four times a
year (March, June, September and
December).
Free subscription with paid membership dues. All advertising must be
paid in advance. Home on the Road
reserves the right to reject any advertising. Make checks payable to
WVHI. Send ads with payment and
news to Andy Gallagher.
Advertising rates
Full page: $200
Half page: $100
Quarter page: $60

WV Housing Institute convention agenda
JUNE 20-22, 2016 ANNUAL MEETING AND CONVENTION
Stonewall Resort, Roanoke, WV
Monday, June 20, 2016
Noon-3:00 p.m.

WVHI Inc. Board Meets (closed) -- Maple Boardroom (1st floor)

1:00 p.m.

Registration Desk Opens

-- Lobby

4:00 p.m.

Check-in at Stonewall

-- Lobby

3:30-5:00 p.m.

Lawyers panel

-- Birch Room (2nd floor)

Huntington attorney Jason Stemple, WVHI general counsel John R.
Teare Jr., associate general counsel Johnnie Brown, Charleston attorney Bryan N. Price, and regulator Mitch Woodrum make up the
lawyers’ panel to provide guidance on legal matters.
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Welcome reception
floor)

-- Terrace Foyer (Lower

Have dinner before we sail: serving ribs, barbecue chicken and drinks.
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Little Sorrel, board the boat for a trip around the beautiful lake. Cocktails served onboard. The Terrace Foyer leads directly to the boat.

8:00 – 10:00 p.m.

Music under the stars

-- Terrace Patio

Relax with music and drinks after the boat ride.
Tuesday, June 21, 2016
7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Breakfast
what you like.

-- Dining room. Order

Morning session

-- Birch Room

8:45 – 9:00 a.m.

Annual meeting with election of officers and other matters.

9:00 -- 9:45 a.m.

Bobby Alberts, vice president for retail operations and who oversees
West Virginia operations for Clayton Homes Inc., is our leadoff speaker.

9:45 -- 10:30 a.m.
10:30 – 11:15 a.m.

Richard “Rich” Florea, president and CEO of Skyline Corp., will give
us a survey of what is happening in manufactured housing.
MHI Chairman Tim Williams, 21st Mortgage Corp. president and
CEO, gives us his insights on manufactured housing and our national
efforts.

Noon

Golf Tournament begins

-- Resort course

This challenging 7,149-yard, par-72, Arnold Palmer-designed course
wraps around the pristine lake and resort at Stonewall.
Lunch:

On your own.

Noon – 1 p.m.

Not a player? Terrace Patio: Special cooking show with Tim White,
Stonewall’s nationally respected executive chef. Limited seating. See
below.

1:30 – 4 p.m.

Terrace Patio Phil Fogleman’s wine-tasting program at the Terrace
Foyer. Phil is assisted by his able wife, Jeannie, and Kari Preslar. If
golf or Phil is not on your agenda, there are a multitude of other things
to do. Reservations must be made in advance for the spa.

5:00 - 5:30 p.m.

Cocktails
-- Ballroom Foyer (2nd
floor)
Reception and banquet
-- Stonewall Ballroom 2
(2nd floor)
Judy Ritchie runs our political action committee-fundraising auction.
This is our only program every year to raise political funds so please help.
Jerry Lee Lewis impersonator B.B. Secrist and his Rockin’ 88’s sure
to wind you up with “great balls of fire.”
Wednesday, June 22, 2016

5:30 – 7 p.m.
7:00 -- 8 p.m.
7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Breakfast
what you like.

End of program
Questions: Call Andy Gallagher (304) 415-4187
Kari Preslar (304) 541-7222
Dress: Business casual; no jackets required

-- Dining room. Order

Manufactured home shipments improve in January
January

2016
Homes
68

floors shipped
95

Homes
53

2015

floors shipped
86

After a poor showing in 2015, West Virginia manufactured housing shipment statistics bounced back in
January.
Shipments in January were 17 percent higher than those of in January 2015. The number of homes
shipped increased from 53 last year to 62 this January. Nationally, shipments were up 16.7 percent for the
month.
West Virginia manufactured home shipments for 2015 ended 5.6 percent behind shipments in 2014,
while shipments were up 9.6 overall in the United States.
December national shipments were up 20.4 percent, while West Virginia improved by 6.7 percent.
A total of 1,013 manufactured homes were sent to West Virginia in 2015, compare to 1,073 in 2014.
The Mountain State was the only area in the eight-state South Atlantic region, which stretches from Delaware to Florida, to have negative shipments for 2015.
Shipments in the Mountain States in 2014 ended 3.9 percent ahead for the year, while overall U.S. shipments were up 6.9 percent.
A total of 1,073 homes were shipped into West Virginia in 2014, compared to 1,033 in 2013.

Right-to-work in Legislature
The Legislature approved a right-to-work law over Gov.
Tomblin veto and overrode his rejections in enacting into law
three other bills he vetoed during a contentious 60-day legislative session.
The session ended without resolution to the states’s $4.3 billion budget, meaning a special session will be needed to finish
the spending plan, which must be completed before the new
fiscal year begins on July 1.
Right-to-work is controversial in West Virginia because of
the perceived strength of unions in the Mountain State. Employees can choose whether to join unions and pay dues in
states with right-to-work laws. Employers cannot compel employees to join unions a condition of employment, and union
members may resign their membership.
West Virginia becomes the 26th state to adopt the law. The
state Chamber of Commerce and the Republican leadership in
the Legislature saw it as a way to attract business. Virginia is
the only state bordering the Mountain State that has a similar
law.
Also enacted over the governor’s veto was a bill that repeals
what is known as prevailing wage in West Virginia. The 80year-old law allowed for a higher labor calculation of wages
on government-funded jobs.
Despite major contracting business interest in maintaining
prevailing wage, the Legislature adopted it as another tool for
attracting business.
The other veto overrides involved:
—A measure to provide for the unfettered carrying of concealed weapons. The law wipes out police background checks,
a requirement that a person pay a $100 fee to obtain the license
and a requirement that a person take a weapons-training
course.
—A measure to prevent women from obtaining an abortion
in the second trimester of her pregnancy. Health officials said
it is the safest procedure for women, but legislators argued it
was brutal and inhumane.
Tomblin, who opposes abortion, vetoed the bill because he
said the U.S. Supreme Court already has stricken down similar
laws, saying they unconstitutionally violate women’s rights.

Recovery fund from p. 1
cigarettes.
The recovery funds were part of a sweep of $73 million in what is
known as “special revenue” in more than 30 state accounts to help balance the budget.
After WVHI protested, Senate Finance Committee Chairman Mike
Hall, R-Putnam, removed the recovery funds.
Still, the issue may come back since lawmakers will meet in special
session in April or May to try to put together the budget, which must be
done by July 1.
On another matter, the Senate approved a bill to allow warranties to
be limited on secondhand homes that were at least four years old if all
defects were clearly written out for consumers and they signed off on
their knowledge of the defects. The bill was sponsored by Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Charles Trump, R-Morgan.
The House never voted on the bill when House Judiciary Committee
Chairman John Shott, R-Mercer, did not take up the bill and have his
committee vote on it. The bill died in the House of Delegates.

West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. golfing registration
form
Golfing for the PAC 2016

The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.’s golf tournament takes
place June 21 at Stonewall Resort at Roanoke, WV. We look forward to having you participate in a good cause for our industry.
The tournament funds our political action committee. As a result, we can take only personal checks that are made out to HousingPAC. We cannot accept corporate checks. This is the only opportunity each year we have to raise PAC funds.
We are asking each participant to make a donation of $125 for
the PAC fund this year, a figure we have tried to maintain at the
same level over the years.
Please let us know if you plan to participate
Name___________________________________________________
Company ___________________________________________
Email___________________________________________________
Handicap______________________________________________
Please mail, with a $125 personal check, to:
HousingPAC
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328

John Teare

Six endorsed by Senate for
regulatory board
The West Virginia state Senate confirmed five reappointments to the state regulatory board and affirmed a new
appointment to the panel. All of the
candidates were nominated by Gov.
Tomblin.
Reappointed to the six-member West
Virginia Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Board
were: George Gunnell of Winfield,
Thomas Belasco II of
Bridgeport, Sam BonasGunnell
so of Fairmont, Jack Albert of Charleston, and Gary D. Shaw of
Fairmont. Newly appointed to the panel
was Johnnie Brown of Charleston.
Gunnell, who is also co-president of the
West Virginia Housing Institute Inc., is a
Brown
regional vice president with Clayton
Homes Inc.; Belasco is a former retail lot owner and current community owner; Bonasso is a partner in Trinity
Homes of Clarksburg. Albert and Shaw are citizen members of the panel.
Brown, partner in the Charleston law firm of Pullin,
Fowler, Flanagan, Brown and Poe, has litigated a number
of manufactured housing cases.
Gunnell, Belasco and Brown are members of the 14member board of directors of WVHI.
Shaw’s and Brown’s terms run to June 30, 2016; Gunnell’s and Belasco’s run through June 30, 2018; and
Bonasso’s and Albert’s expire on June 30, 2020.

Convention spot at Stonewall
June 20-22
ROANOKE, W.Va. -- The
chairman of the manufactured housing industry’s
national group will be
among three featured speakers at the June 20-22 West
Virginia Housing Institute
Inc. convention to be held at
Stonewall Resort.
In addition, the event
promises a red-hot performance for the dinner banquet
on June 21 when a raging
band plays out of central
West Virginia..
The Mountain State will
celebrate its 153rd year on
June 20 and WVHI will celebrate its 12th year.

Tim Williams, newly chosen chairman of MHI and the president and
chief executive officer
of 21st Mortgage Corp.
of Knoxville, Tenn., is
our key speaker on
June 21. He has been a
tireless advocate for
federal legislation to
reform the Dodd-Frank
Act of 2010 and for
Williams
expansion of membership in the Arlington, Va.,-based
MHI.
Also in our speaker lineup are:
Bobby Alberts, vice president for
retail group at Clayton
Homes Inc. of
Maryville, Tenn.; and
Richard “Rich” Florea,
president and CEO of
Skyline Corp. of
Scholarship from p. 1
Valerie M. Sprouse, 21, a senior at Glenville State
Elkhart, Ind.
“I believe we have never had a higher-level of College, is the other winner. She was nominated by
“Great Balls of Fire”
students than those chosen this year,” said
her father, Mike Sprouse, who manages the MidAlberts Jerry Lee Lewis-look
WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong of Fairdletown Home Sales retail center at Buckhannon.
alike B.B. Secrist and his Rockin’ 88
mont.
Ms. Sprouse is completing
band promise nearly two hours of
Winning from Marshall was 21-year-old
high-grade entertainment on the
two undergraduate degrees in
Kimberly Anne Gunnell of Winfield, the
evening of the convention banquet.
accounting and management.
daughter of WVHI CoHis high-profile show will be preShe will go to work for Ernst
President George Gunceded by our political action com& Young, a certified accountmittee fundraising auction run by
nell, who nominated her.
ing firm, this summer. Her
board member Judy Ritchie of
Ms. Gunnell is an eleGPA
is
3.91.
Elkins.
mentary education stu“I am very thankful to the
The program starts on the afterdent at Marshall. Mr.
WVHI for providing the opnoon of June 20 with a talented array
Gunnell is regional vice
portunity to apply for this
of lawyers who work in the industry.
president for CMH
They will provide members with free
scholarship
and
for
choosing
Homes in West Virginia.
legal advice for two hours. The panel
me as a recipient. With costs
Ms. Gunnell has a 3.64
also includes manufactured housing
being
so
high
for
college
stuSprouse
GPA.
regulator Division of Labor Deputy
dents, extra funding is greatly
“Thank you so much
Commissioner Mitch Woodrum.
Gunnell
appreciated,”
Ms.
Sprouse
said.
for choosing me as a
On the legal panel are: WVHI
Seven students were nominated for this year’s
recipient of this wonderGeneral Counsel John Teare of
ful scholarship, as this is my last semester in my three scholarships. Candidates must maintain at last Charleston, Associate General Counundergraduate program,” Ms. Gunnell said. “I a 2.5 grade point average and must be attending a
sel Johnnie Brown of Charleston,
look forward to having my own classroom in
West Virginia institution of higher education to qual- Jason Stemple of Huntington and
the upcoming school year and inspiring students ify for the scholarships. Three scholarships of $1,000 Bryan N. Price of Charleston.
(Continued on p. 2)
to learn and enjoy school as much as I do.”
each are awarded annually.

WEST VIRGINIA
HOUSING INSTITUTE INC.
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
Phone (304) 346-8985
Email: andy@wvhi.org
www.wvhi.org

P R O V I D I N G
T H E
A M E R I C A N
D R E A M

COME JOIN NOW!!!

CUT AND MAIL —

MEMBERSHIP DATA

Firm Name:
____________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ______________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone (____) ____________________
Fax (____) ____________________
Home Phone (____) __________________
Email _________________________________

DUES STRUCTURE:
MANUFACTURER: Dues shall be One Hundr ed Dollar s ($100.00) per floor for each home shipped within the West Vir ginia to dealers, contractors, retailers or sales locations in West Virginia. These dues shall be remitted to the West Virginia Housing
Institute Inc. on a monthly basis.
_________
We will send $100.00 per floor shipped to West Virginia on a monthly basis.
RENTAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRACTORS:- Per Annum
________
$100.00
ALL OTHER CATEGORIES: - Per Annum
________
$250.00
_________________________________Title
_____________________________
Signature
Please Remit To:

WVHI

PO Box 2182

Charleston, WV 25328-2182

