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WVHI gets behind
MHI zoning effort

Louisville show
is Jan. 18-20
LOUISVILLE, Ky. -- The 2017
Manufactured Housing Show in Louisville, Ky., is scheduled for Jan. 1820 at the Kentucky Exposition Center. It will feature more homes on
display, along with more efficient
space for service and supplier exhibits.
An expanded schedule providing a
full range of educational seminars is
being added to the 2017 program to
offer greater business opportunities to Front of new West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. offices
at 1579 Washington St. E, Charleston: The Wilfong Buildattendees.
ing — all photos by Linda Ray.
The show is sponsored by the Midwest Housing Federation, including
its five member organizations in Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan
and Ohio. Leaders of the industry’s
retail, builders/developers, installaThe trade association representing the manufactured and modution and community management
lar housing industry in West Virginia has a new headquarters
sectors will share their experiences
office in Charleston.
and knowledge about all levels of
Located two blocks west of the Capitol, the West Virginia
affordable homes, from HUD-code
Housing Institute Inc. office at 1579 Washington St. E was a
homes to spectacular systems-built
former U.S. Post Office.
housing.
The industry’s former office was at 2214 Washington St. E,
which was two blocks east of the Capitol. The old offices were
“The Louisville show has seen a
rented. The Institute’s membership owns the new office.
significant evolution into the manuThe facility has three office spaces, a board room, reception
factured housing industry’s premiere
area, kitchen, two bathrooms and a storage area, all housed on
indoor housing forum, drawing an
one floor on the south side of Washington Street, which is also
ever-increasing turnout from more
U.S. 60.
than 842 different companies across
The office has been named the Wilfong Building to honor
all sectors of the housing industry,”
WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong of Farimont a founder of the
group. The board room has been named in favor of WVHI Vice
says Dennis Hill, show coordinator.
President Karen Bailey.
“Positive feedback and input from
The purchase of the building and its refitting have been the
attendees is helping us ensure that the
work for a year now of the entire 14-member board of directors
2017 show will be even better and
of WVHI on behalf of the membership. Wilfong and Cooffer attendees outstanding opportuPresident George Gunnell have spearheaded the effort. Setting
nities to benefit directly from their
aside her hat as bookkeeper, Linda Ray has been general managoverall show experience. With the
er.
“We have believed for a long time now that the association
show scheduled the first month of
ought to have its own freestanding office space.” Wilfong said.
2017, it will ensure that inventory
“Owning our own building has been a longtime hope of the
will be delivered in time for the early
-selling season and that everyone can board,” agreed Gunnell. “We have substantially increased the
value of our investment already and are very pleased.”
be ready for the start of warm weathThe dedication is expected to take place later this year.
er sales.”
(Continued on p. 7)

WVHI gets new office

The industry’s trade association
in West Virginia has joined its
national counterpart to ask federal
authorities to prevent discrimination against the placement of factor-built housing in municipalities.
Both the West Virginia Housing
Institute Inc. and MHI, its national counterpart in Arlington, Va.,
believe the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
has the pre-emptive authority
under federal law to stop urban
areas from banning the location
of manufactured housing simply
because it is factory-built.
“It is clear, out-and-out, undeniable discrimination.” said WVHI
Co-President Kevin Wilfong of
Fairmont.
In a letter to HUD, WVHI
pointed out that nearly one out of
every five state residents lives in
a manufactured home. To tell
them where they can or cannot
place that home is clear discrimination, WVHI contents.
“This robs those hard-working
people of their constitutionally
guaranteed property rights and
diminishes them economically
based on the type of housing they
have purchased,’ WVHI CoPresident George Gunnell said.
HUD’s legal office has refused
to activate power MHI said it has
to force municipal governments
to stop banning MH homes because of how they are constructed.
MHI contends no clearer case
of discrimination can exist than to
deny a person his or her property
right based on how the home they
live in is constructed.

The Podium

Fiscal woes continue in West
Virginia as taxes fall short in
the new financial year
By George Gunnell
WVHI Co-President

It looks like the initial tax returns from Charleston for the new fiscal year that

Gunnell

started July 1 do not look rosy for West Virginia, which bodes badly for the new legislative session that begins
in January 2017.
Two months into this fiscal year we are $26 million below government estimates of where tax collections
ought to be at this point. It is upon those estimates that the current budget is built.
It is like this. You estimate you are going to get your current salary for the rest of the year and you build
your household budget on that belief. But then something happens and you are short 8 percent, which is where
the state now finds itself. And no one knows whether that trend will continue or worsen.
Tax collections after two months have reached $538.7 million. While that sounds like a lot, it really is $26
million short of where everyone expected it to be.

Meanwhile, tobacco tax collections for the first two months of the budget year have nearly doubled from the same
point in 2015, going from $19.15 million to $37.9 million, thanks to a 65-cent a pack increase in the cigarette tax, effective July 1. But that was a hard-fought, barely passed tax increase this spring that the GOP really found difficult to swallow.
So, as the budget went haywire in the months leading up to the June 30 end of last fiscal year, we were able to fight-off
an attempt by House of Delegates Republicans to take half of the $1.5 million in our recovery fund to use that money to
balance the budget. Senate Finance Chairman Mike Hall, R-Putnam, saved the money for us. But if taxes continue to
drop, and the Republican-dominated Legislature is extremely reluctant to increase taxes, then you can see this combination could mean additional headaches down the road.
West Virginia continues to scramble from dependence on coal as its one-issue economy and the state is likely to remain in an economic malaise, which is not good for any of us, as long as the economic engine is not restarted in another
direction.
Elsewhere, I have what I believe is some better news to report. We are working with county officials around the state,
financial institutions, and the Division of Motor Vehicles in an attempt to resolve the problem of retitling of homes
whose owners have lost their titles.
No mechanism exists for restoration when the titles are lost or where ownership is difficult to determine. This is especially true with abandoned homes or homes to be repossessed. This lack of a retitling vehicle is fairly common across the
nation and several states are moving to resolve this issue. We hope we can do that next year here in West Virginia.

www.wvhi.org
Want to keep up on the latest with the
factory-built housing industry in West
Virginia? Want to be listed on our website or linked to it?
The West Virginia Housing Institute
Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a look at
what we have on the site. Tell us what
you want added or improved.
The inside scoop is in the membersonly section. And you only have to call
Andy Gallagher at (304) 346-8985 to join.

HUD’s on-site construction
rule effective Sept. 7
The controversial federally required on-site construction rule went into fully
authorization on Sept. 7. Industry officials have mixed views on its affect. Some
say it will needlessly delay the occupation of homes because the changes will
require two inspections and a sign-off certification in homes where the modifications take place. Others say it will have little or no impact. MHI estimates the
rule could increase the costs to the industry by up to $10.5 million years.
Manufactured homes that include the following features, says MHI, are among
those that will be affected by the new rule:
--A fireplace hearth that cannot be completed in the factory because it spans the
mating line of a multisection manufactured home.
--Exterior French doors that cannot be completed in the factory because of
potential damage during home shipment.
--Roof dormers, including windows in dormers, which cannot be completed in
the factory due to shipment height limitation.
(Continued on p. 3)

WVHI pitches
energy standards
to feds
The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. has asked federal regulators
to fully consider the cost of new
energy standards for manufactured
homes.
New standards for energy efficiency being completed by the U.S. Department of Energy are expected to
increase the cost of new manufactured homes by up to 10 percent.
With the largest growing population of aged people in the nation,
West Virginia and its residents can
hardly swallow such a jolt, WVHI
told DOE.
“You may save energy because our
residents will be huddled around
campfires.,” WHI wrote to the federal agency.
The association is participating in
a national effort by MHI, the Arlington, Va., based national MH group,
to modify DOE’s thinking about the
energy standards.
In addition to the high costs,
WVHI asked DOE to consider comments by the industry’s Consensus
Committee on what those standards
ought to include.
Furthermore, WVHI would like a
single regulator to be in charge of
the energy requirements. As the law
now stands, it appears there may be
some form of joint jurisdiction between DOE and the industry's primary regulator, the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development.
Paralleling MHI’s position, WVHI
urged DOE to issue the standards
and requirements, but then allow
HUD to be the regulatory agency
overseeing their implementation.
“We fear this rule is going to provide another layer of bureaucracy
that neither we nor the consumer
want nor need,: WHVI wrote to
DOE. “HUD is capable of enforcing
any standard you recommend..”
In West Virginia, more than 18
percent of the population is now
housed in manufactured housing.
WVHI said that percentage is
bound to increase as the economy
falters and young, educated people
continued to leave the state.

National group invests in
Morgantown community
market
MORGANTON -- Inspire Communities has made its first investment in
West Virginia.
The California-based national
group announced in July it purchased
Bluegrass Village in Morgantown.
At the same time, the company purchased another property in Texas.
"These two separate acquisitions
continue Inspire Communities' aggressive growth plan", said Chief
Executive Officer David L.
Gold. "We are pleased to add to our
Dallas-area portfolio, and our first
acquisition in West Virginia demonstrates our nationwide capability."
"These two investments fit our
criteria for acquiring market-leading
manufactured housing communities
New main board room at WVHI headquarters
where we can improve operations,
and our recognition of value in markets that others may overlook,” said
Chief Investment Officer Erik Rollain. Inspire Communities funded
the investments using its equity, its
corporate line of credit, and FNMA
Industry members pay their respects debt.
Mike Nissley, senior vice president
to Helen C. White Fogleman, 90, of
of CBRE, and Chris Clay, first vice
Summersville, was laid to rest on
president of CBRE, represented the
Sept. 1 at Walker Memorial Park in
sellers of Bluegrass Village. "Inspire
Summersville.
Mrs. Fogleman died Aug. 26 at her Communities saw the opportunity in
a state overlooked by many other
daughter's home in Morgantown.
investors. They studied the local
She was born in Summersville on
economy and residential market to
March 20, 1926, the daughter of the
support their investment," said Nislate Martha Launeva Bryant White
Mrs. Fogleman and Handley Clarence White. She was sley.
Inspire Communities owns and/or
preceded in death by her sister, Genemanages 40 communities with apvieve; and five brothers, Ralph, Drexel, Mansel, Carlis
proximately 10,400 home sites naand H.C.
She is survived by her four children, Philip Fogleman tionwide with a team of approxiand his wife, Jeanie, of Summersville; Frederick Fogle- mately 180 employees.
man and his wife, Patty, of Summersville; Debra Sullivan and her husband, David, of Morgantown; and Edgar On-site rule continued from p. 2
Fogleman, Jr. of Lake Charles, La. She also had 13
grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren, whom she
--Hinged roofs and eaves not congreatly cherished and in whom she delighted.
sidered to be installation. Homes
Mrs. Fogleman graduated from Nicholas County High with hinged roofs and eaves that are
School in 1943 and attended Marshall College thereafconsidered installation and not subter. She married Edgar P. Fogleman, Sr. in 1948 and
ject to the rule are homes located in
worked for E.P. Fogleman Construction Company durWind Zone I in which the roof pitch
ing their marriage.
of the hinged roof is less than 7:12.
She was a lifelong member of the Summersville com—Siding not considered close-up,
munity and cared deeply for her family and friends. She such as stone, brick, stucco, or other
attended Southern Baptist Fellowship Church for many
materials that cannot be installed at
years. She was an avid golfer, bowler and loved to play the factory because of transportation
bridge.
challenges.
Her family and friends will remember her always for
MHI, the Arlington, Va.,-based
her loving and caring spirit and selfless acts of kindness. national voice of the industry, conMrs. Fogleman was always willing to lend a helping
tinues to dispute the rule with the
hand to those around her. She had an ornery sense of
U.S. Department of Housing and
humor and loved to share a laugh. She will be deeply
Urban Development and has asked
and forever missed.
for modifications or its elimination.

Helen Fogleman
funeral services

(Before) executive director’s office

Section 8 MH win
H.R. 3700, the Housing Opportunity
Through Modernization Act, which gives the
more than 2 million families that have a HUD
Section 8 voucher the added flexibility of using the voucher to pay for the full annual cost
of purchasing a manufactured home, has been
signed into law by President Obama.
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Executive director’s new office at WVHI (after)
“A Section 8 voucher holder will now have the option to use their federal housing
assistance to cover the full annual cost of purchasing a manufactured home. This change
provides families the opportunity to become homeowners, rather than only being allowed to use Section 8 vouchers for rent payments," said Lesli Gooch, senior vice president of government affairs and chief lobbyist for the Manufactured Housing Institute
(MHI).
Under H.R. 3700, Section 8 vouchers can be used not just for the cost of leasing the
land as previously allowed, but now also for other monthly costs of purchasing a manufactured home, including mortgage payments, property tax and insurance. The law
doesn't require a Section 8 recipient to use their voucher to live in a manufactured
home, nor does it authorize use of a voucher for a down payment. The language does
not prevent a landlord from accepting a Section 8 voucher for the rental of a manufactured home.
"MHI commends Rep. Peter Welch (D-Vermont) for recognizing the importance of
manufactured housing as an affordable housing choice that can help Section 8 voucher
recipients become homeowners,” Gooch said. ‘We appreciate his hard work to include
the language in H.R. 3700." Welch authored the manufactured housing provision.
For more than a decade, MHI has worked with a coalition of housing and advocacy
groups urging passage of these reforms to the Section 8 program. Recently, MHI was a
part of a coalition of more than 40 housing and advocacy groups advocating for passage
of H.R. 3700. Joint activities included coalition calls and letters, meetings with key
leaders on Capitol Hill and participation in a media campaign.
If you have any questions, please contact Gooch, at (703) 558-0660 or
lgooch@mfghome.org.

Home on the Road is a publication of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc., published four times a
year (March, June, September and
December).
Free subscription with paid membership dues. All advertising must be
paid in advance. Home on the Road
reserves the right to reject any advertising. Make checks payable to
WVHI. Send ads with payment and
news to Andy Gallagher.
Advertising rates
Full page: $200
Half page: $100
Quarter page: $60

Before kitchen area (left) and after reception area (r.)

Manufactured home shipments improve in January
January
February
March
April
May
June

2016
Homes
68
79
114
52
102
110

2015
Homes
53
39
61
59
89
93

Manufactured housing shipments fell 19.5 percent in June in West Virginia when shipments dropped from 110 a year ago to 93. It was the second-largest drop
in shipment in the nation, led only by Maine that shipped 19 fewer homes for the month. West Virginia shipments of 502 compared to 411 for the first half of this
year remained ahead of 2015 figures by 22.1 percent. Nationally, shipments were up 19.7 percent through June and were up 21.6 percent for the month. Only
Florida and Maryland remain behind West Virginia as a percentage of shipments in the multistate Mid-Atlantic region. Maryland shipments are up 12.5 percent
for the first six months of 2016, while Florida’s shipments are up 16.1 percent.
Manufactured home shipments were up 14.6 percent in West Virginia in May compared to the same month a year ago. A total of 102 homes were shipped to the
Mountain State in May compared to 89 in 2015. Nationally, shipments were up 16.9 percent for the month. After five months, shipments were 35.9 percent ahead
of where they were for the comparable period in 2015. The number of homes shipped had increased from 301 to 409. U.S. shipments were up 19.3 percent after
five months.
Shipment fell 11.9 percent in April, the first month those shipments declined this year. A total of 52 homes were shipped for the month, compared to 59 for
April 2015. Nationally, shipments were up 9 percent and are up 19.9 percent at the end of the first four months of the year. West Virginia shipments rose during
the same time from 212 to 307 and are up 44.8 percent overall, even with April’s poor showing.
March shipments were up an astounding 86.9 percent in West Virginia, comparted to March 2015. Shipments increased to 114 from 61. U.S. shipments were up
25.8 percent in March.
Manufactured housing shipments were up 102.6 percent in February compared to a year ago. A total of 79 homes were shipped this February, compared to 39 in
February 2015. Nationally, shipments were up 28.9 percent through February.
Shipments in January were 17 percent higher than those of in January 2015. The number of homes shipped increased from 53 last year to 62 this January. Nationally, shipments were up 16.7 percent for the month.
West Virginia manufactured home shipments for 2015 ended 5.6 percent behind shipments in 2014, while shipments were up 9.6 overall in the United States.
A total of 1,013 manufactured homes were sent to West Virginia in 2015, compare to 1,073 in 2014.
The Mountain State was the only area in the eight-state South Atlantic region, which stretches from Delaware to Florida, to have negative shipments for 2015.
Shipments in the Mountain States in 2014 ended 3.9 percent ahead for the year, while overall U.S. shipments were up 6.9 percent.
A total of 1,073 homes were shipped into West Virginia in 2014, compared to 1,033 in 2013.

Stegmayer, Miller inducted into
MH Hall of Fame
ELKHART, Ind. -- The head of Cavco Industries Inc. and the vice
president of Nationwide Homes were both manufactured housing industry inductees to the RV MH Hall of Fame Class of 2016 in recent ceremonies at Elkhart, Ind. Both work for companies that are members of the
West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.
Joe Stegmayer is chairman of the board, president and
CEO of Cavco Industries Inc. of Phoenix, Ariz.
He began his career in 1973 with Worthington Industries
supplying LP gas cylinders to RV industry. Since joining
Cavco in 2000, Joe led the Cavco from $95 million in
annual sales to $600 million annually and expanded from
three factories in two states to 19 factories in 11 states.
Stegmayer
Joe developed the company’s business to become the
No. 1 builder of park models nationwide. Prior to joining
Cavco, Joe held numerous high level executive positions with Champion
Homes and Clayton Homes, Inc. Joe’s dedication and leadership has
earned him the respect of his peers, as evidenced by the numerous
awards he has received including the Jack E. Wells Memorial Award for
outstanding service and dedication to the manufactured housing industry
from the California Manufactured Housing Institute, the Chairman’s
Award, from the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) for service to
the industry and to MHI, and the Arizona Housing Association President’s Award.
He also found time to volunteer for charitable work including Knights
of Columbus charities for the mentally challenged, economically disadvantaged and Girl and Boy Scouts, past president and lifetime board
member of The Columbus Zoological Association, and past
chairman of the National Football Hall of Fame.
Jim Miller is vice president for development for Nationwide Homes and Palm Harbor Homes in Martinsville, Va.
Jim has served the industry for over 40 years. After graduation from the University of Georgia, Jim began his career
in the housing industry and has served in various sales,
Miller
marketing and management leadership positions.
He began his career as vice president of sales and marketing for Redman Homes in Texas. After a successful career with Redman, Jim became president and CEO for Brigadier Homes in Georgia, before joining
Coachmen Industries in Elkhart, Ind., as president of Coachmen’s Housing Group.
Jim also served as executive vice president for Style Crest Industries in
Ohio prior to joining R-Anell Homes in North Carolina, as a consultant.
More recently, he joined Nationwide Custom Homes.
Jim has consistently come forward as a sponsor for
fundraising efforts at MHI and other related industry
associations such as the RV/MH Hall of Fame.
Also inducted into the Hall of Fame was Ross
Kinzler, recently retired executive director of the
Wisconsin Manufactured Housing Association. Ross
Kinzler
served the interests and helped guide the Wisconsin
manufactured housing industry for more than 25 years, both as an association executive as well as lobbyist.

Reception area at new WVHI headquarters
Tyler Craddock, Virginia Executive Director leaving
RICHMOND, Va. — The executive director of the
Virginia Manufactured and Modular Housing Association is laving that post effective Sept. 15 to help
manage a company that provides management services for other companies.
Tyler Craddock, 45, of Richmond, has headed
Craddock (right)
VAMMA since September 2010. He replaced Ron
with Roger Roy
Dunlap.

John Teare

Original 1579 Washington St. E.

Wilfong wings prestigious
Chamber award from colleagues
FAIRMONT — The co-president
of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. was the surprise recipient in
August of the Chairman’s Award
from the Marion County Chamber of
Commerce.
Wilfong
Kevin Wilfong, retired former owner of Middletown Home Sales in Fairmont, received the award for his tireless promotion of
business and his involvement in community affairs in
the Marion County area.
“ … With selecting Kevin, he has steadfastly supported the chamber and its program through the
years,” said Chamber Chairman Allen Staggers.
The award went to him for his work with the chamber, but also for his community and statewide efforts.
Wilfong was extensively praised by his colleagues
when he was given the award “I think he embodies,
from my point of view, what a very successful small
business person is,” Staggers said, in a fine tribute.

(Louisville from p. 1)
As an added benefit, the 2017 show will feature a much wider range of
educational seminars tailored to provide learning opportunities that directly improve business strategies and marketing outreach efforts. “What
we’re doing with the 2017 show is to spread the seminars and workshops
from just two days to all three days of the show, along with moving the
seminars from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. each day,” said Ken Rishel, director of
Rishel Consulting Group LLC and chairman of the show’s educational
programming. “This change will give us a total of six seminars/
workshops during the show and give attendees more time to visit and see
the homes and exhibits, while also allowing us to provide more
meaningful and relevant information to attendees.”
The seminars will also focus on bringing in “more outside-theindustry” experts who can provide information on key initiatives that
attendees need to adopt to be more successful in their day-to-day business activities,” Rishel noted. “We’ll move from the basics of marketing
and advertising on the first day of the seminar schedule to sales and financing strategies on the second day, to the third day’s look at what national issues and trends the industry needs to anticipate and incorporate
to be more successful.
“Our ultimate goal with the seminars and workshops is to expand our
industry’s education and adoption of smarter business strategies in order
to expand and accelerate our successes in the housing marketplace,”
Rishel stated.
The 2017 show will be held at the Kentucky Exposition Center, with
the Crowne Plaza Hotel serving at the show headquarters hotel. “With
the Louisville Airport a mere three minutes from the Exposition Center,
there is not a more convenient show site,” Hill noted.
“The people attending the Louisville Manufactured Housing Show are
motivated to purchase homes and services,” Hill said. “They have invested their time and money to be part of this unique show and they are decision-makers or have the ear of decision-makers. And January is the perfect time to get the industry’s new sales year started. They are ready to
do business and you need to be there.”
The show’s ongoing enhancement activities and initiatives will be announced as developments occur.
The show’s new website at www.TheLouisvilleShow.com includes all
relevant information and registration instructions, along with regularly
updated announcements regarding exhibits, seminars and other Showrelated items in industry publications and informational platforms.
Dennis Hill may be reached at (770) 587-3350 or showways@bellsouth.net.

Second office at new WVHI headquarters

Commodore acquires
Canadian American
Homes
GOSHEN, Ind. -- The Commodore Corporation
(TCC) has announced its acquisition of the
assets of Canadian American Homes of Dorchester, Wis.
On Sept. 12, TCC will begin production of highquality, value-priced HUD and modular homes
under the MidCountry Homes (MCH) brand, the
company announced. MCH is the sixth TCC manufacturing facility.
TCC is a family owned systems-built housing
company based in Goshen, Ind., and entering its
65th year. It serves 32 states.
“We are extremely pleased to add this facility to
the Commodore family. The facility is top notch
and the people of Wisconsin are first class. It’s a
natural fit. We look forward to employing Wisconsin people and building a high-quality home,”
said Barry Shein, owner and CEO of TCC.
“TCC’s reputation was built on being a market
leader of home design and floorplan flexibility,
allowing homeowners to personalize their new
homes at an affordable price,” said Don Strick,
Commodore’s vice president of sales and marketing. “We will continue this successful strategy at
MidCountry Homes.”
For additional information about MidCountry
Homes or TCC, visit Commodorehomes.com,
email thinds@commodorehomes.com or call
(574) 361-0717.
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