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CFPB existence on
line in U.S. appeals
case in DC

Three CEOs in line
for WVHI convention

Co-Presidents Kevin Wilfong and
George Gunnell and the 14-member
board of directors of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. are delighted
By HousingWire
to announce that three top company
WASHINGTON -- Financial service
executives will be among our speakcompany PHH Corp. of Mount Laurel,
ers at the WVHI convention June 12N.J., wants the Court of Appeals for
14 at the Stonewall Resort at Roathe District of Columbia Circuit to
noke, West Virginia.
declare the Consumer Financial ProtecThey are: Kevin Clayton, CEO of
tion Bureau unconstitutional. The buClayton Homes Inc. of Maryville,
reau is the heart of the 2010 federal
Tenn.; Joe Stegmayer, chairman and
Dodd-Frank Act.
CEO of Cavco Industries Inc. of
The manufactured housing industry
Stonewall Resort for the June 12-14 WVHI convention
Phoenix, Ariz.; and Walter Comer,
also opposes CFPB and would like to
president and general manager of
abolish the agency.
Adventure Homes of Garrett, Ind.
Last month, the Court of Appeals for
Additional speakers include Rick
the District of Columbia Circuit ruled it
Robinson, general counsel and senior
would rehear a preliminary decision in
vice president for state and local afa case involving PHH and the regulafairs at MHI; and John Deskins, econtor.
omist at West Virginia University.
The legal action began with CFPB
The program includes the invaluable
adding a $103 million increase to a $6
lawyers’ forum, which presents to you
million fine initially levied against
A massive and crippling tax increase proposal for manu- the best legal minds in the industry,
PHH for allegedly illegally referring
factured housing that passed the state Senate was defeated
and makes available our chief state
consumers to mortgage insurers in
when the House of Delegates refused to take up the bill.
regulator for a two-hour event.
exchange for kickbacks.
The legislation (S.B. 409) was sponsored by state Sen.
To help you relax, we are adding an
PHH fought the fine, arguing that
art program that will take place during
Robert Karnes, R-Upshur, who sough to increase several
CFPB did not have the authority to
our wine tasting. We offer two recepconsumer taxes in an overall view to
increase it. The case made its way to
tions, a live band, golf on a superb
the Court of Appeals, which ruled 2-1 someday eliminate the personal income
course, and a wide array of other actax
in
West
Virginia.
in October that the CFPB’s leadership
tivities at this award-winning resort in
Karnes’ proposal would have instructure was unconstitutional. The
north-central West Virginia.
ruling also invalidated the additional
creased the sales tax rate on manufacWe also hope you will give gener$100 million.
tured homes from 3 percent to 8 perously to our fundraising efforts
CFPB asked, meanwhile, that the
cent. It also would have taken the curthrough the PAC auction. It is the
entire court to rehear the case. Last
only time we can raise money for our
rent 6 percent tax on most consumer
month, the full Court of Appeals uled transactions to 8 percent. It won overimportant political action committee.
that it would listen to arguments in the whelming Republican support in the
The board of directors and your
case, giving the CFPB the opportunity
presidents have worked diligently as
Senate,
where
it
passed
22-12
on
strictto defend its constitutionality.
always to present you the very best
Karnes
ly partisan lines. All Democrats voted
program this year.
But it appears the agency will make
against the bill.
We hope you enjoy yourself at this
its case without the assistance or supGov. Jim Justice, meanwhile, had offered his own tax
event, and will invite someone to
port of the rest of the government unproposal that would have lowered the consumer sales tax on come with you.
der President Donald Trump, as
Please call Stonewall now and get
a recent filing from the U.S. solicitor
most items to 5 percent, but would have increased the tax
general appears to indicate that the
on the manufactured housing industry to 5 of 5 1/2 percent. your reservation. The number is (304)
government now supports PHH.
The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. and its members 269-7400. The group code is 329065.
Trump does not favor CFPB, either.
vigorously protested the tax increase proposals in telephone Our room rate is only $119.

Proposal to take industry
tax from 3 to 8 percent

calls, emails and letters written to Justice, his chief of staff,
Karnes, and other members of the Legislature.
(Continued on p. 6)
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The Podium

How about that huge tax
increase
we have avoided so far?
By Kevin Wilfong
Co-President

Did you want the tax on manufactured housing to increase to 8

Wilfong

percent, or to 5 1/2 percent, this year? Both were VERY viable proposals at the Legislature. Did you know?
One of the reasons Co-President George T. Gunnell and I speak so often and forcefully for a strengthened membership is
clear from the front-page story where Gov. Jim Justice and some members of the Legislature believed we ought to have a
hefty tax increase imposed upon us, largely because we are a small industry.
Our strength is in our numbers and how well we fund our political action committee. Let’s not be naïve here: money fuels
politics and those who supply the fuel get the ear of those in power. It is just a fact of life.
So, when Andy Gallagher calls upon us from Charleston to get out the letters, telephone calls and emails, it is something
essential that we do. He can advocate upon our behalf and has access to the decisionmakers, but it is from us that the legislators and Justice want to hear to back-up what Andy is telling them.
So the more of us there is the better for a number of reasons. First of all, we hope we can raise more money for our political
action committee. Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, we get a more well-rounded view of what our industry is all about
and what we need to do to make it better by having more members. The more broad-based we are in the state
the more effective we are when we need to reach out to contact individual legislators.
Our Mark Strotman, and Clayton’s Judy Ritchie and Tom Young, and independent retailer Phil Fogleman
are all in the district of Sen. Robert Karnes, R-Upshur, who made the outlandish proposal that our tax increase from 3 percent to 8 percent so he could begin to move us toward eliminating the state’s income tax. I
can assure you Sen. Karnes heard an earful from those four to say the least, and I hope many others. These
four burned up the message wires and phones to let Karnes know the industry was dead-against his proposal.
Their actions worked, thanks in large part to the diligent efforts of Delegate Steve Westfall, R-Jackson, who
took up the struggle for us and put together a coalition to block passage of the tax increase proposal.
But we lost other legislation that we wanted because we did not have the people in the districts of key legWestfall
islators
to apply the critical pressure of a constituent. I’m not saying we didn’t have industry people in those
Industry helper
districts. We did. But we didn’t have West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. members and so those legislators
never got that critical push that could have helped get our bill moving.
So, as I have so often reminded you: please encourage anyone whom you know is in the industry but is not a member to join
WVHI. We need everyone of them. And please remember when you and your relatives and employees and their families vote,
just remember who was your friend and who may not have been so concerned about imposing a huge tax increase on you this
year. Food for thought. After all, it is your wallet that is involved.

www.wvhi.org

Legislative from p. 4.
WVHI was unable to win approval, however, of a bill that would allow
for the “as is” sale of a limited number of used manufactured homes. A
powerful lobby of trial lawyers opposed the bill that was sponsored by
Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Charles Trump, R-Morgan.
The industry was unable to persuade House Speaker Tim Armstead, RWant to keep up on the latest with the Kanawha; or House Judiciary Committee Chairman John Shott, RShott
Mercer, to put the proposal before Shott’s 25-member committee for a
factory-built housing industry in West
vote. It would have to pass the judiciary committee before it could be
Virginia? Want to be listed on our webvoted on by the House of Delegates.
“We believe we had the votes we needed, but we could not get it on the committee
site or linked to it?
agenda,” said WVHI lobbyist Andy Gallagher.
The West Virginia Housing Institute
The industry, so far at least, has dodged two tax increase proposals that
Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a look at
would have taken the tax on the price of our homes from 3 percent to 5 or
5 1/2 percent or even to 8 percent. Both proposals were defeated in the
what we have on the site. Tell us what
House of Delegates.
you want added or improved.
Another bill, (HB 2371) sponsored by Delegate Mike Puskin, DThe inside scoop is in the membersKanawha, would have imposed additional restrictions on the industry
concerning extended and implied warranties and would have given buyPushkin
only section. And you only have to call
ers additional powers to enforce warranties. It died without being taken
Andy Gallagher at (304) 346-8985 to join.
up by any committee.

HUD contractor overreach allegations Manufacturer ordered to
cause concern at MHI meet
quit online sales in WV
Lots of heat was generated at the MHI meeting in San Antonio about the alleged overreach in regulatory control by a third-party administrator hired by HUD to oversee installation programs in 13 states that do not have their own State Administrative Agency.
Nancy Geer, New York’s executive director, warned that HUD’s contractor ‘EBA Professional Services LLC of Washington, has gone far afield of its writ and is reviewing
programs in states that have HUD-approved installation programs. This includes New
York’s.
SEBA is determining if the state installation programs in place are meeting HUD standards as determined by SEBA. “What they have done is totally tear apart our state program
and have 30 items that are not in compliance,” Geer said. “They really nitpicked it apart.
They have picked apart our inspection program since we are a home rule states.” Included
in its criticism, SEBA said New York’s installation training and HUD training education
programs are not adequate. New York has been granted a one-year extension on its program. “If you think you are safe with your state plan, which was accepted initially, you
are not.”
The National Retailers Council, on a motion by Jimmy Russell of Virginia, voted to ask
the MHI board to petition HUD about the issue.
Meanwhile, MHI is gearing up to deal with the new administration of President Trump.
Lesli Gooch, MHI’s senior vice president for government affairs, said Trump’s executive orders have already had a positive effect in that they have held up:
--new energy standards, which MHI has calculated will significantly increase the cost of
homes without an appreciable benefit for consumers.
“We questioned lots of things in the energy rule,” said MHI’s Tom Heinemann, vice
president for federal government affairs. “We said the standards didn’t pose much of a
post-benefit to the consumers. It is in the Office of Management and Budget now. And we
think it is going to be there for a good while, the rule may be in limbo for a good while.”
--HUD-endorsed changes to frost-free foundations, new standards which many people
in the industry believed “were significantly different from previous standards.”
Gooch said it is important for the industry to work closely with Ben Carson, Trump’s
nominee for HUD secretary, to enhance factory-built housing’s profile with the industry’s
primary regulator. “I do see him playing an important role in providing affordable housing in rural areas,” Gooch said of Carson. “I think it’s important to ensure HUD’s policies
promote access to this valuable resource. We want to elevate the profile of MH at HUD
and I believe with this administration we will.”
She said a major factor in Trump’s election was incredibly heavy vote for him in states
that had substantial numbers of people living in manufactured housing.
She also reiterated the industry’s priorities for federal legislation, including changes
sought to the 2010 Dodd-Frank Act. The industry also will focus on increased funding for
manufactured housing.
Elsewhere:
--The Columbia Institute of San Antonio is developing an appraisal course for manufactured housing to be used by appraisers who traditionally need 28 hours of continuing
education each two years. Institute founder George Harrison said his group is creating
both a one-day and a two-day educational course for factory-built housing appraisals. The
cost for the one-day course would be $139. “We’re very excited,” Harrison said. “There is
a bright future in manufactured housing.” His group wants to have a program for every
state by 2020.
--HUD has modified some of requirements concerning completion of work under the on
-site construction rule, which may reduce the potential headaches earlier envisioned as a
result a required dual inspection system under the rule.
-- On Dec. 12, manufacturers will need to build homes using EPA compliant wood
products meeting low formaldehyde emissions standards, according to Lois Starkey, MHI
vice president for regulatory affairs. Homes built prior to that date that are not compliant,
can still be sold. There are labeling requirements for manufacturers. Manufacturers will
need to keep records of wood products purchased. Retailers need to keep records HUD
will have 180 days from December 201) to promulgate regulations in accordance with
EPA’s regulations.
--What constitutes a service or an emotional-support animal remained a significant issue
at the MHI meeting and how federal regulators will identify and deal with them.
--MHI board member Dick Ernst chairman of the Financial Services Division, led a
panel discussion with representatives of the Federal Housing Finance Administration and
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, but the three remained cautious about their entrance into
financing manufactured housing.
--MHI Chairman Tim Williams said a priority for changing federal law is how manufactured housing finance is treated under bankruptcy law. Gooch said her team has asked
Congress to consider the matter.
--Plans to have the University of North Carolina at Greensboro develop a low-cost promotional film for manufactured housing have been put on hold.
--Kara Beigay, has joined MHI as senior director of government affairs.

State regulators fined an Indiana manufacturer $500
and told it to quit making sales in the Mountain State in
recent action by the West Virginia Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Board.
The action was levied against Home Nation of Goshen, Ind., for operating a dealership without a license.
Deputy Labor Commissioner Mitch Woodrum said the
company had no state licenses.
It was unclear whether the company had delivered the
home into West Virginia, but it was advertising sales
online, according to information provided to the board.
Another manufacturer was cited for operating an unlicensed retail center at Lavallette, Wayne County; and
two contractors, were reprimanded, but not fined, for
operating without proper licenses.
Two contractors, two retail centers and a manufacturer had fines of $4,000 levied by the State Board. TNT
Mobile Home Sets received two reprimands and must
pay the recovery fund $2,000 for work performed to
bring one of its consumer’s homes into compliance.
Fined $500 each were two other retailers and a manufacturer each for various violations.
Two new manufactured housing inspectors were introduced by Woodrum to the board. Because of chronic
financial problems within state government, the two
men will be working only 60 percent of their time inspecting homes.
They are Joey Harless, stationed in southern West
Virginia’s Summers County; and Wade Alexander,
based in the north in Barbour County. Woodrum also
introduced a new staff member from the licensing section. She is Isabella Kerby-Ballinger.
Cited for failure to file quarterly reports on the quantity of business they have done in the state for the previous three months were 19 companies. Four of the
companies were repeat offenders. The board levies
fines ($50 or $25) against each for the violations.
The State Board issued a retailer license to New Concept Homes LLC of Charles Town, Jefferson County.
The company had allowed its license to lapse.
Three contractors were also licensed: Stephen Moon,
doing business as Moon’s Mobile Home Movers of
Dublin, Va.; John Thomas, doing business as Thomas’
Concrete of Grayson, Ky.; and Blevins and Associates
LLC of Tazewell, Tenn.
Submittals were made to the recovery fund for work
left uncompleted on homes in Lorado, Logan County,
and Harts, Lincoln County, by a southern West Virginia retailer that has closed its doors. The industry created
the recovery fund to finish work started by a company
that went out of business before the work was completed. The recovery fund totals $1.496 million.
Woodrum hosted a surprise birthday party after the
board meeting for the late Jack Albert of Charleston,
who just celebrated his 90th birthday on Nov. 16. Albert, who recently passed away, was both the senior
member of the six-member regulatory board in terms of
age and service longevity.

Industry wins one, loses one
and dodges two bullets in
WV Legislature
The industry was successful this year in winning passage of legislation to provide for the
retitling of manufactured housing once the title
has been surrendered to the Division of Motor
Vehicles.
But for the second year in a row, the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. was unable to win
approval in the House of Delegates of a bill to
allow for the sale of our homes without extending warranties.
The retitling bill, SB 658, was co-sponsored by
Sens. Mark Maynard, R-Wayne, and Sue Cline,
R-Wyoming, but was forcefully pushed by Sen.
Craig Blair, R-Berkeley, who wanted the legislation, as did lenders within the industry.
Right now, the DMV has no procedure to reissue titles after they are surrendered, since the
DMV destroys the titles. This bill gives it a way
to issue titles to old or new owners to allow for
the movement of manufactured homes that need
to be removed from a piece of property. This has
been a longstanding problems with heirs who
were bequeathed a home but no title or to lending institutions that were involved in foreclosures. The bill is pending before Gov. Justice for
his signature or veto.
(Continued on p. 2)
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WV Housing Institute convention agenda
JUNE 12-14, 2017 ANNUAL MEETING AND CONVENTION
Stonewall Resort, Roanoke, WV
Reservations (304) 269-7400; code 329065
Monday, June 12, 2017
Noon-3:00 p.m.
floor)

WVHI Inc. Board Meets (closed)

--

1:00 p.m.

Registration Desk Opens

-- Lobby

4:00 p.m.

Check-in at Stonewall

-- Lobby

3:30-5:00 p.m.

Lawyers panel

-- Birch Room (2nd floor)

Boardroom

(1st

Huntington attorney Jason Stemple, WVHI general counsel
John R. Teare Jr., associate general counsel Johnnie Brown,
Charleston attorney Bryan N. Price, and regulator Mitch
Woodrum make up the lawyers’ panel to provide guidance on
legal matters.
6:00 – 10:00 p.m.

Lightburn’s, the delightful hilltop golf house at Stonewall is
the site for dinner, beverages, music by Joe Simpson and his
band, and games. Come and enjoy a fun evening at a beautiful
setting. We’ll provide transport.

7:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Kevin Clayton, CEO of Clayton Homes Inc., has a special
message for us while we’re at Lightburn’s.
Tuesday, June 13, 2017

7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Breakfast
room. Order what you like.
Morning session

--

Dining

-- Birch Room

8:45 – 9:00 a.m.

Annual meeting with election of officers and other matters.

9:00 -- 9:45 a.m.

Rick Robinson, general counsel and senior vice president for
MHI, is our leadoff speaker, and talks about the national economy and outlook.

9:45 -- 10:30 a.m.

John Deskins, director of the Bureau of Business and Economic Research at West Virginia University, talks about the state’s
economy and outlook.
Walter Comer, president and general manager of Adventure
Homes, delivers the keynote morning address.

10:30 – 11:15 a.m.
Noon

Golf Tournament begins

-- Resort course

This challenging 7,149-yard, par-72, Arnold Palmer-designed
course wraps around the pristine lake and resort at Stonewall.
Lunch:

Enjoy the spa delights on your own time.

1:30 – 4 p.m.

Phil Fogleman’s wine-tasting program at the Terrace Foyer
with art program. Phil is assisted by his wife, Jeannie Johnson, and Kari Preslar. If golf, art, or Phil are not on your
agenda, there are a multitude of other things to do. Reservations must be made in advance for the spa.

5:00 - 5:30 p.m.

Cocktails
-- Ballroom Foyer (2nd floor)
Reception and banquet
-- Stonewall Ballroom 2 (2nd floor)
Cavco CEO Joe Stegmayer speaks with us in his evening
keynote on the health of the industry.
Judy Ritchie runs our political action committee-fundraising
auction. This is our only program every year to raise political funds so
please help.
Wednesday, June 14, 2017

Home on the Road is a publication of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc., published four times a
year (March, June, September and
December).
Free subscription with paid membership dues. All advertising must be
paid in advance. Home on the Road
reserves the right to reject any advertising. Make checks payable to
WVHI. Send ads with payment and
news to Andy Gallagher.
Advertising rates
Full page: $200
Half page: $100
Quarter page: $60

Maple

5:30 – 7 p.m.
7:00 – 8 p.m.
8:00 -- 9 p.m.

7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Breakfast
room. Order what you like.

End of program
Questions: Call Andy Gallagher (304) 415-4187
Kari Preslar (304) 541-7222
Dress: Business casual; no jackets required

-- Dining

West Virginia Housing Institute Convention 2017

Return this form to WVHI

REGISTRATION FORM
June 12-14
Stonewall Resort, Roanoke, WV

Make your room reservations at (304) 269-7400 or (1 888) 278-8150 or on line at StonewallResort.com. Room rates are $119. Group
code is 329065.

Company Name:

____________________________________________________________

Address:

____________________________________________________________

City:

_______________________________ State:________Zip_____________
Names of Those Attending as it Should Appear on Name Badges: (please print)

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____
_______________________________________________---__________Adult_____ Child____
_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____
_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____
REGISTRATION FEES:
WVHI Member & Spouse/Guest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125.00 per person if paid by May 15;
$150.00 per person after May 16.
Children Under 12
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 50.00 per child if paid by May 15;
$75.00 per child after May 16.
Children Under 1 year old
FREE

Non-Member Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$300.00 per person attending

***Registration Fees Must Accompany Registration Form and are PER PERSON attending***
Please return completed registration form and your check to:
WVHI Inc.
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
Questions, please call Andy (304) 346-8985

Mark your calendars now – don’t miss out

Preserving MH introduced into Congress
WASHINGTON — A bipartisan group of Congress members has
introduced into the U.S. House of Representatives H.R. 1699, the
Preserving Access to Manufactured Housing Act.
This bill is aimed at reforming regulatory burdens imposed by the
2010 federal Dodd-Frank Act that have impeded consumers' ability to finance manufactured housing, which is a critical resource
for low and moderate income families across the country.
This legislation ensures manufactured housing remains available
and affordable, without eroding important federal consumer protections established by the Dodd-Frank Act, the central part of
which is creation of the Consumer Finance Protection Bureau.
Lead sponsor Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., said: "The CFPB is
‘protecting’ people right out of affordable manufactured homeownership. Congress should fight to give families opportunities not take them away. This bill is for the millions who rely on manufactured housing but have been seriously harmed by crushing
federal regulations. I am proud to have introduced legislation with
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to stop the government
from taking the American dream of homeownership away. I look
forward to Congress passing this important bill as soon as possible."
H.R. 1699 modifies the definition of "high-cost" loans so that
manufactured home loans are not unfairly swept under this designation simply due to their small size.
The legislation also clarifies that manufactured home retailers and
salespersons are not loan originators.
Co-sponsors are Reps. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz.; Bruce Poliquin,
R-Maine; Terri Sewell, D-Ala.; David Kustoff, R-Tenn.; and
Kathleen Rice D-N.Y.
If you have any questions, please contact MHI's Senior Vice
President of Government Affairs and Chief Lobbyist, Dr. Lesli
Gooch, at (703) 229-6208 or lgooch@mfghome.org.
Taxes from p. 1)
Delegate Steve Westfall, R-Jackson, led the effort to
defeat the governor’s proposal in the House of Delegates. The measure never came to a vote although it
passed out of the House Finance Committee.
Karnes’ bill never emerged from the House Finance
Committee and Delegate Eric Householder, RBerkeley, assured WVHI that the House leadership had
no interest in a tax increase on manufactured housing.
“Steve Westfall held the line for the industry in this
legislative session, quietly putting together a key coalition that ended any tax increases
Westfall
for us,” said chief industry lobbyist Andy Gallagher. “We owe
him and Eric Householder a debt
of gratitude.”
Also strongly opposed to any
tax increases against the industry
was Senate Finance Committee
Chairman Mike Hall, R-Putnam,
who refused to put any tax bills
on his agenda after Karnes’
Householder
measure died in the House.
“Mike Hall remained strongly
with us against any tax increases for manufactured
Hall
housing.” Gallagher said.
The tax issue and the state’s $4.1 billion budget remain unresolved, however, after Justice vetoed the state’s spending plan on April 13.

West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. golfing registration form
Golfing for the PAC 2017
See important changes to this form

The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.’s golf tournament takes place
June 13 at Stonewall Resort at Roanoke, WV. We look forward to having you
participate in a good cause for our industry. This money goes to our political
action committee.
We are lowering the golf fee this year for those who pay their registration ahead of June 13. The normal fee will be $150, if you pay at the door. But we
are reducing it to $100 for anyone who pays when he mails in his registration.
The tournament funds our political action committee. As a result, we
can take only personal checks that are made out to HousingPAC. We cannot
accept corporate checks.
This is the only opportunity each year we have to raise PAC funds.
Please let us know if you plan to participate
Name_____________________________________________________
Company__________________________________________________
Email______________________________________________________
Handicap___________________________________________________
Please mail, with a $100 personal check, to:
HousingPAC
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328

John Teare

Labor Board changes;
Mullins back at DOL
Labor Commissioner David W. Mullins of Jackson County, first appointed to the position by Gov. Joe Manchin, has returned to the top DOL job
after a brief retirement.
Mullins’ return to the top regulatory position for the manufactured housing industry sent acting commissioner and chief industry regulator Mitch
Woodrum to his previous position of deputy labor commissioner.
Mullins
Mullins had briefly retired from the post to be replaced by John Junkins
Jr., who recently retired. Gov. Justice asked Mullins to fill the role he previously held.
At the same time, the agency announced that longtime compliance officer Keith Casto is
retiring at the end of April.
Casto, who has worked with the agency for 17 as a manufactured housing inspector, is
leaving on April 28.
“I’ve truly done the best I could do,” Casto told the state regulatory board.
Board member George Gunnell, said Casto has “always been very professional and has
done a phenomenal job.”

Jack Albert, State Regulatory Board member,
passes
A longtime and highly respected member
of the West Virginia manufactured housing
regulatory board died in March.
Jack H. Albert, who had a long and distinguished career in private
life and also served on the
West Virginia Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards
Board for two decades,
died March 10 at Thomas
Memorial Hospital in
South Charleston, following a short illness.
Albert
Albert, 90, was a Republican and consumer
appointee to the six-member regulatory panel, and his voice sang out clearly for the buyers in issues before the group. He lived in
Charleston.

“There is no one that will ever replace Mr. Albert,” said Deputy Labor Commissioner Mitch
Woodrum, who oversees the State Board. “Mr.
Albert has served on the Board since 1996 and
has served the state of West Virginia and the
manufactured housing industry very well.”
“He was a staunch and strong supporter of our
state regulatory board,” recalled West Virginia
Housing Institute Inc. Co-President Kevin Wilfong. “I remember addressing the board several
times over the years and recognizing his quick
wit and strong defense for the consumer advocates of our great state.”
“I admired Jack’s work ethic and the hours he
put in studying board matters,” agreed George
Gunnell, WVHI co-president and who served
with Albert on the State Board. “Nothing was too
minute for Jack’s scrutiny.”
Charleston lawyer Johnnie Brown also served
with Albert on the regulatory panel. “Jack was a
final detail man, who was a steady rock. All the
board members relied on his judicious thinking
on matters. He was eminently fair.”
“Jack was a strong, solid and sincere voice on
the board and his steadiness will be missed,” said
Thomas Belasco II of Bridgeport, who served
with Albert on the State Board.
“Mr. Albert’s integrity, sense of fairness, sense
of duty, and sense of fair play for the individual
in a world increasingly interested in globalization
was hallmark of his character,” said WVHI executive director Andy Gallagher. “I admired him
greatly and for many years.”
Albert served in the Army Air Corps in World
War II. He was a chemist by profession, working
for E. I. du Pont de Nemours at the Belle works
plant in a career spanning 44 years. He was active
in his community as former president of his Lions
Club, served as a Boy Scout leader to include
assistant scout master in WWII until well into his
70s as scout master, and member of his local
scout board.
Albert was buried March 15 in St. Albans.

WEST VIRGINIA
HOUSING INSTITUTE INC.
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
Phone (304) 346-8985
Email: andy@wvhi.org
www.wvhi.org

P R O V I D I N G
T H E
A M E R I C A N
D R E A M

COME JOIN NOW!!!

CUT AND MAIL —

MEMBERSHIP DATA

Firm Name:
____________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ______________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone (____) ____________________
Fax (____) ____________________
Home Phone (____) __________________
Email _________________________________

DUES STRUCTURE:
MANUFACTURER: Dues shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per floor for each home shipped within the West Virginia to
dealers, contractors, retailers or sales locations in West Virginia. These dues shall be remitted to the West Virginia Housing Institute
Inc. on a monthly basis.
_________
We will send $100.00 per floor shipped to West Virginia on a monthly basis.
RENTAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRACTORS:- Per Annum
________
$100.00
ALL OTHER CATEGORIES: - Per Annum
________
$250.00
_________________________________Title
_____________________________
Signature
Please Remit To:

WVHI

PO Box 2182

Charleston, WV 25328-2182

