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Voice of West Virginia’s factory-built housing 
industry 

Vol.  14, No. 1 

April  
2018 

WVHI’s 2018 convention   
June 11-13 Stonewall Resort;  
order your $129 room today at  

(304) 269-7400 

Hardy, Yost 
headline  

convention 

$4,500 in schol-
arships awarded 

by WVHI 

   President George T. Gun-
nell and the 14-member 
board of directors of the 
West Virginia 
Housing Institute Inc. 
strongly en-
courages 
every mem-
ber to attend 
this year’s 
convention 
to 
learn about 
changes in 
the West Virginia tax code 
and regulations that affect 
your business. 
   The state Department of 
Revenue has recently re-
viewed the taxability  
and tax rates 
applicable to our services, 
products and industry. 
   Department Secretary Da-
vid Hardy and officials at his 
office will be present at the 
convention to provide that 
information to us.   
   Do not be caught unaware 
of the official guidance and 
interpretation of the tax rules 
that apply to manufacturers, 
retailers, suppliers and con-
tractors. 
 

(Continued on p. 7) 

   The son of a central West 
Virginia retailer is the winner 
of the new $1,500 college 
scholarship provided by the 
state’s manufactured and mod-
ular housing members to honor 
former President 
Kevin Wilfong 
and his wife Don-
na. 
   In all, the West 
Virginia Housing 
Institute’s 14-
member board of 
directors provided 
$4,500 in four scholarships 
this year to West Virginia stu-
dents for the spring semester. 
   Twins from the Eastern Pan-
handle won separate $1,000 
scholarships and the daughter 
of a north-central retailer is a 
repeat winner of scholarship of 
$1,000 from the trade associa-
tion that represents factory-
built housing in West Virginia. 
   Three of the winners attend 
West Virginia University and 
one goes to Marshall. 
   Ian Young, whose younger 
sister is a student at Marshall, 
is 18, of Weston, and majoring 
in finance at West Virginia 
University. He is the first win-
ner of the Wilfong award, and 
completed his first freshman 
semester with a 3.8 grade-
point average. 

 
(Continued on p. 3) 

Thanks for donors helping 
the 2018 WVHI convention 
Thank you 2018 Annual Convention Sponsors  

 
$6000 and up 

 
$2500 and up 

 
$1500 and up 

The Commodore Corporation 
Colony Homes 

Pennwest Homes 
West Virginia Housing Development Fund 

Blevins, Inc. 
(See related story on page 7) 

$1000 and up 
Middletown Home Sales, Inc. 

Style Crest, Inc. 
2-10 Home Buyers Warranty 

Norris Homes 
 

$750 and up 
 

$500 and up 
Credit Human 

Farmers & Mechanics Insurance Companies 
Triad Financial Services Inc. 
Middletown Properties Inc. 

Roy's Home Sales 

Young 

WVHI Convention at Stonewall Resort  
June 11-13 

Hardy 

http://www.wvhi.org/default.asp?Parent=34&Child=34
http://www.commodorehomes.com/
http://www.colony-homes.com/
http://www.pennwesthomes.com/
http://www.wvhdf.com/
http://www.blevinsinc.com/
http://www.middletownhomesales.com/
http://www.stylecrestinc.com/
http://www.2-10.com/
https://norrishomes.com/
https://www.credithuman.com/
http://www.fmiwv.com/
https://www.triadfs.com/
http://www.royshomeselkins.com/index.php


 

   Want to keep up on the latest 

with the factory-built housing in-

dustry in West Virginia? Want to 

be listed on our website or linked 

to it? 

   The West Virginia Housing In-

stitute Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. 

Take a look at what we have on 

the site. Tell us what you want 

added or improved. 

   The inside scoop is in the mem-

bers-only section. And you only 

have to call Andy Gallagher at 

(304) 346-8985 to join. 

www.wvhi.org 

West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. golfing registration form 
Golfing for the PAC 2018 

See important changes to this form 

 

 The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.’s golf tournament 

takes place June 12 at Stonewall Resort at Roanoke, WV. We look for-
ward to having you participate in a good cause for our industry. This 

money goes to our political action committee. 
We continue our $100 golf fee for those who pay by June 1. The 

standard fee is $150. You get the discount only be preregistering. 

The tournament funds our political action committee. As a re-
sult, we can take only personal checks that are made out to Hous-

ingPAC. We cannot accept corporate checks.  
This is the only opportunity each year we have to raise PAC 

funds. 

Please let us know if you plan to participate 
Name_____________________________________________________ 

Company__________________________________________________ 
Email______________________________________________________ 

Handicap___________________________________________________ 
Please mail, with a $100 personal check, to:  

HousingPAC 
PO Box 2182 
Charleston, WV 25328 

New retailer licensed shows 
industry revitalization 

   The manufactured housing industry got some 
good news this month. The state board that oversees 
the industry licensed a new retailer in the Eastern 
Panhandle. 
   The West Virginia Manufactured Housing Con-
struction and Safety Standards Board issued the 
license to Debra H. Crimes of Moorefield. She will 
be doing business as Preferred Properties Manufac-
tured Housing. 
   Several retailers have closed in recent years be-
cause of the recession, but it has been some time 
since a new retailer was licensed, which the industry 
hopes reflects resurgence of demand for affordable 
housing. 

   Three contractors were also licensed. 
They are DRB Contracting of Liberty in 
Jackson County; and companies in Ohio 
and South Carolina. 
   The State Board fined 20 companies, 
five of whom are repeat offenders, for 
failing to file reports of their quarterly 
business activities in the state. 
   The State Board also heard a brief 
report, but took no action, on a new law 
effective June 7 that will allow the sales 
of manufactured homes four years old or 
older without extending warranties, if 
the homes are advertised as not being 
sold for human habitation and the retail-
er and purchaser sign an agreement with 
such a stipulation. 
   The board learned the industry has 
$1.58 million in a fund established to 
complete work on homes when the con-
tracting companies has gone out of busi-
ness. 
   The next meeting of the State Board 
was set for 10 a.m. June 27. 

http://www.wvhi.org/


(Scholarships from p. 1)    
   “I would like to say thank you and when it comes to college every penny counts and I am 
very appreciative to have received this scholarship,” Young said. He is the son of Tom Young, 
manager of the Clayton Homes Inc. retail center at Buckhannon. 
   Gillian and Hannah Brown, 19, are twins from Martinsburg, and attending WVU. They are 
the daughters of J.C. Brown, who works for Farmers and Mechanics Insurance Companies, a 
WVHI member. (See ad below.) 
   Gillian, a sophomore at WVU, is majority in philosophy on a pre-law track. 
   “I am beyond blessed to have received this scholarship,” Gillian said. “Having a twin sister 
who is also attending college at the same time, makes it financially difficult for my parents to 

cover all of the expenses needed for both of us. Words cannot describe the gratitude I have 
towards people and institutions who place such an interest in education for young adults.” 
   Hannah, a freshman at WVU, is majority in international studies. “I am so grateful for 
companies like this one, who value and help students pursue their education,” 
Hannah said. “The scholarship that I have won will be put to great use help-
ing to cover the cost of tuition and living expenses while I am enrolled at 
West Virginia University.”  
   Emily Hershberger of Fairmont is a sophomore at Marshall University and 
the daughter of Kris Hershberger, owner of Middletown Home Sales at 
White Hall. Emily is majoring in biology on a pre-med track. Her GPA over-

all is 3.74. She also won a $1,000 scholarship in 2017. 
   “I have been very blessed for this to be my second time receiving this scholarship,’ Hersh-
berger said. 
   Since WVHI established its scholarship program in 2014, the association has helped 13 students with 
$13,500 in awards. 
   Eligibility standards can be found on the WVHI website at www.wvhi.org. 
 

Gillian Brown 

Hannah Brown 

Emily Hershberger 



 

 Convention sponsor form 
 

West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. Announces  

2018 Convention Sponsorship Levels  

Your donation is tax deductible. 
Sponsors Earn Great Recognition, Rewards &  

Opportunity to Celebrate the Industry in West Virginia  
Each comes with yearlong recognition on our webpage at www.wvhi.org  

_____Platinum  
$5000.00 Four free registrations  

Four nights’ lodging (Two nights’ lodging for two rooms)  
_____Gold  

$2500.00 Two free registrations; Two nights’ lodging  
_____Silver  

$2000.00 Two free registrations; One nights’ lodging  
______Bronze  

$1500.00 Two free registrations  
______Copper  

$1000.00 One free registration  
______IRON  

$750.00 Listing in Home on the Road & website.  
______WOOD  

$500.00 Listing in Home on the Road & website.  
 

The Officers, Board of Directors and Members of the West 

Virginia Housing Institute Inc. applaud your success and 

continued support.  

Name: ___________________________________________________________  
Company Name: 

_____________________________________________________  
Company Address: __________________________________________ 

________________________________________  

____________________/_________________/______________________  
Telephone Fax Email  

Please send your check today and become a valued member of the 2018 convention team that’s working hard to make 
sure this year’s annual event is exciting, educational and fun for those attending. WVHI is a nonprofit organization.  

West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.  
(304) 346-8985  
P. O. Box 2182  

Charleston, WV 25328-2182  



West Virginia Housing Institute Convention 2018 

 
Return this form to WVHI 

REGISTRATION FORM 
June 11-13 

Stonewall Resort, Roanoke, WV 
Make your room reservations at (304) 269-7400 or (1 888) 278-8150 or on line at StonewallResort.com. Room rates are $139.  

 

 
Company Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

City:   _______________________________ State:________Zip_____________ 

 

Names of Those Attending as it Should Appear on Name Badges: (please print) 

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____ 

_______________________________________________---__________Adult_____ Child____ 

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____ 

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____ 

REGISTRATION FEES: 

WVHI Member & Spouse/Guest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $125.00 per person if paid by May 15; 

$150.00 per person after May 16. 

Children Under 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 50.00 per child if paid by May 15; 

$75.00 per child after May 16. 

    Children Under 1 year old                  FREE 

     

    Nonmember Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ….. . . .                            $300.00 per person  

 

***Registration Fees Must Accompany Registration Form and are PER PERSON attending*** 

Please return completed registration form and your check to: 

WVHI Inc. 

PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

Questions, please call Andy (304) 346-8985 

Mark your calendars now – don’t miss out 
It’s educational and fun 



John Teare 

   Legislation to allow the sale of aged manufactured homes without extending warranties becomes law on June 7 after being 

passed unanimously by the Legislature and signed by Gov. Jim Justice. 

   The bill to allow the sale of factory-built housing without extending warranties (HB2464) has been long-sought for the industry. 

   The bill, sponsored by House Majority Leader Daryl Cowles, R-Morgan, says that the homes must be at least four years old and 

that they be advertised as being sold not for human habitation. Retailers and purchasers must sign a document that the consumer 

has been advised that the homes are not sold to be used as human living space. 

   The form and other material will be made available through the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. 

   “This represents a revolutionary step in us being able to dispose of older homes in a safe and economically sound way, while 

protecting consumers,” said Andy Gallagher, executive director of WVHI. 

   Current law does not allow for “as-is” sales without extending warranties. 

   In another industry-related matter, the budget for the fiscal year that starts July 1 provides $1.7 million in funding for the indus-

try’s regulator, the state Division of Labor. The agency sought $2.7 million, but Commissioner Mitch Woodrum said the DOL can 

fulfill its mission even with the reduction. 

   The Legislature this year removed the DOL from the budgetmaking process to have it fund itself on fees it collected. The Legis-

lature reversed that decision for the new budget year and returned the agency’s funding to the state budget. 

   Elsewhere; 

   --Justice signed a bill (SB 261) to abolish the Affordable Housing Trust Fund and transfer its powers and funds to the West Vir-

ginia Housing Development Fund, where the trust fund is now located. Justice sought the legislation to reduce a duplication in 

services. 

   The trust fund, which raises about $1 million a year through a $20 transfer tax on the sale of each manufactured and stick-built 

home, was created to provide a funding source for low-income people to pay for housing but it never made any money available 

to any manufactured housing project or program. 

   Two bills the industry opposed died without action this year: 

   --A measure sponsored by Delegate Barbara Fleischauer, D-Monongalia, that sought to bring landlord-tenant rent relationships 

under the state Consumer Protection Act, overturning a 2017 state Supreme Court ruling that said they were not subject to the 

law. 

   Attorney General Patrick Morrisey argued in favor of tenants. Morrisey is a Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate. 

   WVHI opposed the bill based on the idea that rental agreements in manufactured housing communities might be affected. 

   --A measure (HB 2371) sponsored by Delegate Mike Puskin, D-Kanawha, that would have subjected the industry to more regu-

latory powers to enforce warranties. 

 

“As is” sales allowed on June 7 



(Convention from p.1) 
   The board also takes great 
pleasure in announcing that 
Mark Yost, president of Champi-
on Home Builders Inc. of Troy, 
Michigan, will be our featured 
dinner speaker. Mark has more 
than 20 years in our business. 
He has strong ties to the West 
Virginia since he was previously 
executive vice president of steel 
operations in Wheeling and 
head of Mountain State Carbon. 
   The convention will be held 
June 11-13 at the Stonewall Re-
sort in northcentral West 
Virginia, a lovely rural getaway 
that hugs Stone-
wall Jackson Lake. 
Enclosed are regis-
tration and 
other materials. 
   This year we fea-
ture our incredible 
array of legal talent 
that along with 
chief state regulator Division of 
Labor Commissioner Mitch 
Woodrum will give you free ad-
vice and respond to any legal 
questions you have. Other 
speakers include John Deskins, 
director, Bureau of Business 
and Economic Research at 
West Virginia University; and 
Rick Robinson, general counsel 
for MHI. 
   We will also have entertain-
ment and a lavish banquet, time 
for networking, and our all-
important fundraising activities 
in our golf tournament on the 
resort’s matchless course and 
Judy Ritchie’s auction. 
   Get your reservations in today 
at this gem of a resort that has 
everything one would want. 
Bring your spouse and children 
along, too. 

Yost 

   A West Virginia retailer has for the second year offered to match any new convention 
sponsorship. 
   The effect is a doubling of the donation by the primary sponsor. 
   Donations to support the convention are tax-deductible and help promote fellowship 
within the state industry members. 
   The match is being offered on any new sponsorship up to $2,500. 

(See related story on page 1) 
    “Our mystery retailer is extremely generous,” said WVHI executive director Andy 
Gallagher. “While we have reliable and longtime friends who consistently support our 
convention, we are looking always for additional friends and their support. 
   “I remain optimistic new donors will step forward this year to make that generous 
match offer a reality. Thank you all for your consideration.” 
   The convention is June 11-13 at the Stonewall Resort at Roanoke, W.Va. 
 

Mystery sponsor offers to double 
any new convention sponsor 



 

 

 

 

C O M E  J O I N  N O W ! ! !   C U T  A N D  M A I L  —   M E M B E R S H I P  D A T A  

Firm Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
Telephone (____) ____________________   Fax (____) ____________________ 
Home Phone (____) __________________  Email _________________________________ 

D U E S  S T R U C T U R E :  

MANUFACTURER:  Dues shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per floor for each home shipped within the West Virginia to 
dealers, contractors, retailers or sales locations in West Virginia.  These dues shall be remitted to the West Virginia Housing Institute 
Inc. on a monthly basis. 
_________ We will send $100.00 per floor shipped to West Virginia on a monthly basis. 
RENTAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRACTORS:- Per Annum 
________ $100.00 
ALL OTHER CATEGORIES: - Per Annum 
________ $250.00 
_________________________________Title   _____________________________ Signature
        

Please Remit To: 

WVHI 
PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

W E S T  V I R G I N I A  

H O U S I N G  I N S T I T U T E  I N C .  

PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

Phone (304) 346-8985 

Email: andy@wvhi.org 

www.wvhi.org 
 

 

 
P R O V I D I N G  T H E  

A M E R I C A N  

D R E A M  


