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Mitch wants time limit
for industry

Chokehold tunnel
issue settled, for now

SNOWSHOE -- The
manufactured housing
industry’s chief regulator favors setting a statute of limitation on consumers filing a complaint regarding installation problems on factory-built housing.

CHARLESTON – A
decision by Virginia to
unilaterally close to factory-built housing traffic
two massive tunnels on
Interstate 77 has been
modified after complaints by West Virginia’s
manufactured housing
industry and Rep. Nick
Rahall, D-WV.
(Continued p. 6)

New directors
chosen
SHOWSHOE -- Jack
Jones and Ralph Ball,
both retailers, were
chosen to
join the
board of
directors of
the West
Virginia
Jack Jones Housing
Institute Inc. at its July
19-21 convention at
Snowshoe
Mountain
Resort.

What’s wrong with these people?

Great Sponsors for Convention 2006

Mitch Woodrum, director of the manufactured
housing section of the
state Division of Labor,
told the West Virginia
(Continued p. 5)

President Steve Brown and his horse

Jones, 60,
of
Pipestem,
Ralph Ball
is president
of New Horizon Home
Sales Inc. of
(Continued p. 3)
Style Crest’s golf cart donation
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THE PODIUM

Convention another success, thanks to all
By Kevin Wilfong

The second annual West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. convention this year was a spectacular affair.
We had more than 100 industry representatives at the three-day event at Snowshoe Mountain Resort in
Pocahontas County. The turnout and enthusiasm were second to none.
I would like to take a second to thank the staff of WVHI Co-President Steve Brown’s The Home Shows
for their above-and-beyond-the-call work to make both last year’s event and this year’s more special for
everyone. While many of Steve’s retailers worked behind the scenes, I would like to specifically mention
the extraordinary actions of George Gunnell at the Barboursville location and Judy Ritchie at Elkins.
While I am on the subject, let me also mention the work of Lindsay Gunnell, 13, George’s older daughter, who is entering the eighth grade this year.

Kevin Wilfong

As many of you
participate. Lindsay
volved only the
other items, Lindsay
action committee. I

know, WVHI’s convention is a showplace for encouraging children to come and
took it upon herself to organize a number of special events and awards that inchildren. Furthermore, through her own efforts in manufacturing necklaces and
by herself donated more than $200 through her fundraising efforts to our political
tip my hat to her and know she will be a bedrock in our program for years to come.

We had an excelTeare Jr. and
show; and our feanext speaker of the

lent speaker’s program, a two-hour legal forum with our general counsel John
Johnnie Brown of Charleston; Sandy Sowell’s entertained us with a new horseracing
tured speaker was Delegate Rick Thompson, D-Wayne, whom we expect to be the
House of Delegates.

Did we make misto par (but they
after-action discus-

takes? Sure. Our staff could have been better on signage, some rooms were not up
were changed), and breakfast the first day, frankly, was anemic. But we had an
sion and those issues should be resolved for next year.

Lindsay Gunnell

Right Spirit for Industry Glade Springs Resort near Beckley. We will have it in July again. And the focus next
We hope to be at
year will be on the
industry. Barry Shein, president and CEO of The Commodore Corp. of Goshen, IN,
has agreed to be our featured speaker. Barry is an extraordinarily influential industry leader who will be a treat for us all. I’ve
heard him and I guarantee it.
I offer you an invitation right now to start thinking about next year. We look forward to having you at our next special gathering.
Let me say a special thanks to a few more people. They are our sponsors, without whom the event could not have taken place:
CMH Manufacturing and Clayton Homes Retail Divisions; Colony Factory; Style Crest; Nordyne; The Home Show; Fleetwood;
Tammac; Champion Enterprises; American Homes; Blevins Inc.; Dutch Housing; Haylor, Freyer & Coon; Triad Financial; Champion Homes; and Bowles Rice McDavid Graff & Love.
These special friends donated weekend packages for prizes: Snowshoe Mountain Resort, Snowshoe; Stonewall Jackson Lake
State Park, Roanoke (WV) ; the Resort at Glade Springs, Daniels; Oglebay Resort & Conference Center, Wheeling; and Lakeview
Golf Resort and Spa, Morgantown.
Mortgage South sponsored the putting contest. Golf hole sponsors, most of whom were recruited by the special efforts of Shane
Masters, included: Freedom Homes of Beaver and South Charleston; French City Homes; Hampton Contracting; Hensley’s Mobile Home Supplies; Norris I Division; Norris II Division; Prestige Homes; Southern
Homes; Statewide Heating and Cooling of Nitro; Statewide Manufactured Housing Supply
of Charleston, which sponsored two holes; The Home Show; and Andy Gallagher.

Want to keep up on the latest with
the factory-built housing industry in
West Virginia?
Want to be listed on our website or
linked to it?
You will find the West Virginia Housing
Institute Inc. at www.wvhi.org. Take a look
at what we have on the site. Tell us what
you want added or improved.
The inside scoop is in the members only
section. And you only have to call Beth
O’Dell at (304) 346-8985 to join.
WVHI recently activated the website and
we hope you like it.

SNOWSHOE –
Teare honored for efforts on behalf of industry
General counsel
John Teare Jr. received a special award from the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.’s annual convention. Teare was honored for his great efforts during the merger
of the two organizations in 2004 to form WVHI. Teare was credited by Co-Presidents Kevin Wilfong and Steve Brown with
keeping the organization alive and operational.
Teare, of Charleston, is a partner with the law firm Bowles Rice
McDavid Graff & Love, is a longtime member and staunch supporter of the industry.
John Teare
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Our sponsors

Housing Conference

--CMH Manufacturing and
Clayton Homes Retail Divisions;

CHARLESTON — Factory-built housing in West
Virginia will play a central
role in the first statewide
housing conference to be
held in 16 years.

--Colony Factory;
--Style Crest;
—Nordyne;
--The Home Show;
--Fleetwood;
--Tammac;
--Champion Enterprises;
--American Homes;
--Blevins Inc.;
--Dutch Housing;
--Haylor, Freyer & Coon;
--Triad Financial;
--Champion Homes; and
—Bowles Rice McDavid
Graff & Love.
These special friends
donated weekends:
--Snowshoe Mountain Resort, Snowshoe;
--Stonewall Jackson Lake
State Park, Roanoke (WV);

They’re having fun at the WVHI convention
Directors, from p. 1

Summersville. Jones runs the company with
his wife Sue Ellen Hill Jones.

Ball is manager of Freedom Homes at Nitro.
Jones has been in the factory-built housing business for a year.
He joined as a result of developing a subdivision at Pipestem. “I
felt that there was a demand for a dealer to meet the needs of the
customer much as a stick-builder might set down with a prospective client and allow him to design a home which he was going to
live in for the next 30 years,” Jones said.

--The Resort at Glade
Springs, Daniels;
--Oglebay Resort & Conference Center, Wheeling;

“This represents the mature way in which Governor
Joe Manchin’s administration
has shown
respect and
accorded
fairness to
our indusWilfong
try,” Wilfong
said. “I encourage as many of you as
possible to turn out and
represent our industry.”
Wilfong also recently took
part in another housing
conference in Wheeling.
The meeting, May 17, was
the Community Homebuyer Investment Program
of the 2006 Ohio Valley
Affordable Housing & Realtor Seminar.

--Lakeview Golf Resort
and Spa, Morgantown.
Mortgage South sponsored the putting contest.
Golf hole sponsors, most
of whom were recruited
by the special efforts of
Shane Masters, included:
Freedom Homes of Beaver
and South Charleston;
French City Homes;
Hampton Contracting;
Hensley’s Mobile Home
Supplies; Norris I Division;
Norris II Division; Prestige
Homes; Southern Homes;
Statewide Heating and
Cooling of Nitro; Statewide Manufactured Housing Supply of Charleston,
which sponsored two
holes; The Home Show;
and Andy Gallagher.

Kevin Wilfong, president
of Middletown Home Sales
and co-president of the
West Virginia Housing Institute Inc., will be a panelist to discuss affordable
housing during the Sept.
27-29 Governor’s Housing
Conference at the Charleston Civic Center. The conference will devise strategies and solutions to overcome housing shortages in
the state. WVHI is a cosponsored of the conference.

Snowshoe Village

More information can be
obtained about the Governor’s Housing Conference
at www.wvhdf.com or by
calling Joy Caldwell at
(304) 345-6475 or (1-800)
933-9843.
Come and attend. It will
be good for our industry to
have a presence.
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Winning golfers

3BR-2Bath Office/House for rent one block from Capitol at 2214 Washington St. E. Multiple parking. Ideal
for office and home or to use for visiting officials

Home on the
Road Newsletter
Editor: Andy Gallagher

(304) 415-4187

Deputy Editor: Beth O’Dell
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
(304) 346-8985
(304) 346-8986 (fax)

Home on the Road is a publication of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc., published four times a year
(March, June, September and December).
Free subscription with paid membership dues. All advertising must be paid
in advance. Home on the Road reserves
the right to reject any advertising.
Make checks payable to WVHI. Send
ads with payment and news to Beth
O’Dell.
Advertising rates
Full page: $200
Half page: $100
Quarter page: $60
Classified: $30 for each 3 lines
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Woodrum, from page 1
Housing Institute Inc.’s statewide convention in July, he would favor a statute of limitations that ends retailer liability
for damages for one or two years after the consumer takes possession of the home.
“I think the statute should go hand-in-hand with the warranty,” Woodrum said. “I think it’s ridiculous someone has
an 8-year-old home and we still have to come out and do inspections even if the inspection is
narrowed considerably due to the age of the home."
He warned, however, passage of a state statute of limitations would have no effect on the
open-ended liability the industry faces under federal law and since the federal law now has its
own installation standard he would have to get clarification from HUD whether West Virginia
setting a statute of limitation regarding installation issues would result in our program not meeting the federal requirement.
Woodrum also broached the subject of having a retailer take part in the inspections of a home
after a random audit has turned up a problem.

Woodrum

The state’s use of random audits to inspect homes as part of DOL’s enforcement power continues to rankle members of the industry.
Woodrum cautioned the state’s primary concern about having a retailer present is perception: that the homeowner did not get the impression the state and retailer are colluding because the state invited the retailer to the inspection.
A retailer not being invited to home inspections long has been a complaint of the industry.
“Could we try and experimental thing?” asked WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong. “The retailer be at the inspection as an observer? An inspector can get educated by the retailer.”
“We may want to do a trial run,” Woodrum said. “We might want to have a consent form to allow the retailer to be
there.”
WVHI Co-President Steve Brown said it is common for other states to allow the retailer to be present when a home
is inspected.
“I’m willing to try it,” Woodrum said. “I don’t have a problem with trying it.” But he said he would have to consult
with the DOL’s attorney first. He advised the industry to prepare some suggestions concerning the issues discussed
at the conference and present them to the West Virginia Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards
Board. The board advised the industry more two years ago it would entertain any and all recommendations presented.
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Tunnels continued
from p. 1

The tunnels will be opened Tuesdays and Thursday afternoons and all day Friday, it
was resolved after a meeting July 11 in Wytheville, Va., between officials of the manufactured housing industry and Virginia Department of Transportation.

The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. solicited Rahall and Sen. Robert C. Byrd,
both D-W.Va., in its efforts to maintain some traffic through the Big Walker Mountain and East River Mountain
tunnels that form the lifeline route of north-south traffic for homes coming into West Virginia from manufacturing
plants in Tennessee, North Carolina and Virginia. Rep. Shelley Moore Capito, R-WV, also has joined in on the industry’s side.
Rep. Rahall
Virginia’s Department of Transtunnels for 2 ½ years until 2008.
Kevin Wilfong immediately proByrd wrote to express concern about

portation proposed closing the
Rahall and WVHI Co-Presidents Steve Brown and
tested to Virginia Gov. Timothy Kaine in letters and
the closure.

WVHI members feared skyrocketthey had to use any of three diverwould have taken West Virginia

ing cost that would add at least $800 to each floor if
sion routes proposed by Virginia, one of which
homes through Kentucky.

Crucial to the industry’s position
CMH Inc.; John and Karen Bailey of
factured and Modular Housing AsWayne Kessinger of the West VirGov. Joe Manchin, who has been

were: Kelly Dyke of Rahall’s office; Gregg Dies of
Southern Homes; Ron Dunlap of the Virginia Manusociation; and Glenn Smith of USBank in Richmond.
ginia Department of Transportation represented
active on the industry’s behalf.

East River Tunnel on I-77

“Congressman Nick Rahall has been the critical element involved in all of these discussions,” said Karen Bailey, vice president of
WVHI. “The people of southern West Virginia and those of our industry owe a large debt of gratitude to Congressman Rahall.”
“We would like to thank Virginia’s officials for their openmindedness and evenhanded way of handling this critical situation,” said
WVHI Co-President Steve Brown, whose operations are affected, too. “They, and Governor Manchin, have been superb.”
West Virginia DOT officials have agreed to ease some restrictions to assist factory-built housing hauling in West Virginia during this
crisis.
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WEST VIRGINIA HOUSING
INSTITUTE INC.

PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
Phone (304) 346-8985
Fax (304) 346-8986
Email: andy_wvhi@verizon.net

P R O V I D I N G
T H E
A M E R I C A N
D R E A M

WVHI—Promoting and
Protecting the

Invest in your future …
Join WVHI today

General Welfare of

Call Beth O’Dell

The Factory-built Housing Industry

(304) 346-8985

P UBLISHED BY:
Comments?

W EST V IRGINIA H OUSING I NSTITUTE
INC.

Contact: Andy Gallagher

E DITOR:

(304) 346-8985 (office)

A V “ A NDY” G ALLAGHER

(304) 415-4187 (cell)
Andy_wvhi@verizon.net
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